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HERMITAGE RENOVATION 
By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 

     My old hermitage was renovated in April of this 

year.  I am so fortunate to have Dan Duke as my 

maintenance man and contractor for this major work.  

I hope these photos show the dramatic difference 

which has been achieved.  The thirty-year old build-

ing now has new exterior siding, new windows, new 

window frames, new interior plastered walls, new 

flooring and a new north-facing deck.  The hermitage 

is still very simple and plain, even austere, but hope-

fully will last another thirty years for the use of future 

retreatants.  The really exciting news in this regard is 

that my “new” hermitage will be occupied from May-

December 2015 by someone on a sabbatical.  One of 

special graces of this project was anticipating the joy 

of the person who will soon be prayerfully using it.  

The title of this hermitage is “House of His Name” 

meaning Jesus, of course, in honor of the Jesus Pray-

er which I used during the twenty years I lived here. 

Continued on page 2 

The hermitage is basically a one-room building.  In 

the NE corner of the large room is the sleeping area.  

The “ship’s bed” has three large drawers underneath 

which are ample for storage.  This photo also shows 

the new aluminum mini-blinds and the new overhead 

light and fan.  Most people seeing the hermitage after 

the renovation comment on how nice the ceramic tile 

floor is. 

In the SE corner 

of the large room 

is the study area 

with a table and 

chair, lamp and 

bookshelf.  The 

table doubles as 

a desk and as an 

eating place. 
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The west side of the hermitage has two small rooms: 

the oratory (prayer room) in the SW corner and the 

bathroom in the NW corner of the building. 

Across the 

room from 

the wood-

stove in the 

middle of the 

building is 

the kitchen-

ette.  It has 

an apartment 

size stove and 

refrigerator, 

stainless steel 

sink and cup-

boards. 
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In the middle of 

the hermitage, to 

the right of the 

outside door is 

the woodstove.  

This is the prima-

ry source of heat, 

with electric pan-

els used for back-

up.  There is a 

large wood and 

tool storage 

porch outside 

which also en-

closes the door 

and protects it 

from the strong 

northerly winter 

winds and snow. 

The new deck on the north side of the hermitage is a 

wonderful feature.  I always did have a bench for 

watching the beautiful view of the mountains to the 

north, especially in the summer time.  Prayer is easy 

with the great “outdoor book” of God’s creation! 
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HERMITAGE RENOVATION  
(Continue from page two) 

As you walk to the renovated hermitage up the hill  

from chapel, this is the scene in May.  The white 

lilac is blooming and the desert is still green with 

snow lingering on the highest peaks to the north.  

“This is big sky country!” as they say in Montana.  

Most abandoned homesteads in this area have li-

lac bushes which are very hearty and can survive 

drought conditions and lack of care.  The new sid-

ing is basically concrete, very sturdy. 

The photos at left and right 

show the approach to the 

north side of the building.  

The steps lead up to the deck 

and the hermitage door. 

     Visit the website if you 

are interested in making a 

reservation for a retreat.  If 

you are moved to support 

Marymount Hermitage, do-

nations to the building fund 

would be appreciated for this 

and future renovations. 

God bless you abundantly! 


