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 If you have never been on retreat at Mary-

mount Hermitage and, if you enjoy solitude and beau-

tiful country, this is the place where you too can meet 

God one-on-one. 

 God protect and bless you! 

 “Jesus taught us that prayer is necessary, that 

it should be humble, vigilant, persevering, confident 

in the Father’s goodness, single-minded and in con-

formity with God’s nature.”  
The Commandment to Pray, from the General Instruction of 

Christian Prayer: The Liturgy of the Hours 

WELCOME HOME! 
By Mary Chamberlin 

 I first visited Marymount Hermitage in 2005 

and have been returning every year since. There is a 

peace that comes over me when I make that turn onto 

Hermitage Lane; all is well and my soul will be nour-

ished. Prayer, hearing the Angelus Bell (which is al-

most a prayer in itself), Lauds, Communion Service 

(or Mass when a priest is visiting), Vespers and the 

Holy Hour are disciplines that consecrate to God the 

whole cycle of my day and night. I like being able to 

stop and pray at any time during the day when I’m 

working, to have time to do spiritual reading, uninter-

rupted time. The beauty of the land and the days of 

quiet and solitude allow me to strengthen my rela-

tionship with God; this is truly a place where I meet 

with God one-on-one. When it was time to leave, sad-

ness came over me but with it the anticipation of my 

next visit.   

 In the spring of 2012 as I drove up the lane, I 

heard a voice, the voice of God whispering ‘welcome 

home’.  It was during that visit when I knew Mary-

mount was to be my home.   

 August 16, 2014, I came home to Marymount.  

As of this writing, after giving away most of my be-

longings, I am on semi-permanent retreat as a Lay 

Associate of Marymount Hermitage.  I will be pray-

ing with Sister M. Beverly, helping with the life of 

the Hermitage and living a simple life.  Rather than 

visiting Marymount, I will now be visiting family and 

friends in the Seattle area and coming home to Mary-

mount. 

“Behold the rainbow!   

Then bless its Maker,  

for majestic indeed is its splendor.”   
(Sirach 43:11) 

Photo of a double rainbow at Marymount Hermitage  

taken by Mary Chamberlin while she was on retreat 

June 13, 2014. 
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MARY’S MOVE to  

MARYMOUNT 

By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 

 Mary Chamberlin’s move to Marymount Her-

mitage could be entitled “an answer to prayers”!  So 

many people have mentioned how they were praying 

for a woman to join me because they did not feel 

comfortable with me living alone at Mesa.  It did no 

good to say, as I often did, that I am not alone.  God 

is here with me, as well as all the angels and saints.  I 

really did not feel alone or sad or frightened, quite the 

contrary, but God in His mercy heard the prayers of 

so many friends and sent me a unexpected blessing.  

Having Mary to help me with the work and hospitali-

ty of Marymount, hopefully, will enable me to con-

centrate on being more single-minded and prayerful 

as a Hermit Sister should. 

 It is a blessing and joy to have someone join-

ing me for Lauds and Vespers, communion service 

and holy hours.  Now when I am gone to do parish 

sales on the weekends once a month, Mary will be 

able to receive visitors and retreatants and thereby 

open up the Hermitage to more people.  Those of you 

who have been on retreat at Marymount before will 

notice the next time you come that the individual her-

mitages are so nicely spruced up and color-

coordinated.  One big change is that Mary has initiat-

ed a recycling program for us and I think that is real 

progress.  Certainly, as Pope Francis keeps emphasiz-

ing, we need to be responsible stewards of creation. 

 With 100 acres and 10 buildings, I certainly 

will not run out of work!  In the past, my friend from 

Weiser, Sherry Moore, has been helping me with 

cleaning once a month.  One new development is that 

there have been increasing number of reservations for 

retreatants.  That means that I need a quicker turn 

around time to get the individual hermitages ready for 

use.  Having Mary take care of this work seems to be 

God’s direction.  Both the chapel and Holy Family 

House where I live are large buildings and my hope 

now is that they will get more thorough attention from 

Sherry and me. 

 Mary’s work will, of course, be somewhat 

seasonal.  This summer and fall she has been doing a 

lot of weeding, weed whacking and trimming around 

the buildings and propane tanks and along the walk-

ing trails.  During the winter, she will be working in 

the library, processing books.  There is so much work 

in that category that it will likely occupy her for the 

rest of her life!  A library is always a work in process.  

We both love books and reading, so that will be fun. 

 Mary and I both think that her residence at 

Marymount Hermitage is a grace from God.  It was 

somehow in His Providence that she has moved into 

the hermitage which Sister Rebecca Mary had named 

Mary’s House and which has a small statue of Our 

Lady in the yard.  We ask your prayers for us that we 

be faithful to our respective vocations as Hermit Sis-

ter and Lay Associate for our good and that of our 

brothers and sisters in the Lord here at Marymount 

Hermitage.  We pray for you daily with love. 

Sister Mary Beverly and Mary Chamberlin,  

August 21, 2014.  Photo by Mike Nourse. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 After the news that Mary Chamberlin has moved 

permanently to Marymount Hermitage, you might wonder 

what more I have to report.  However, I do ask for prayers 

for Sister Rebecca Mary.  The Parkinson’s disease is really 

taking a toll on her and she is very sick and frail.  She of-

fers her suffering for the salvation of souls and the good of 

the Church and that is a precious offering in union with 

Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 

 We had two serious wind storms at the end of Au-

gust and there was minor damage to two building roofs and 

major damage to my Dad’s trailer roof.  Fortunately, the 

trailer roof can be disassembled and the usable material 

salvaged.  Our Mesa neighbors, Craig Sova and Jake Free-

man, are doing that work.  Dan Duke, our maintenance 

man from Cambridge, is working here today on a list of 

needed repairs including the two roofs and various build-

ings.  Dan works here, as needed, usually about once a 

month.  My Dad lived here in his trailer for almost a year 

as our maintenance man (after my mother died).  It was a 

special time.  Now, with the trailer roof gone, it is the end 

of an era.  We do not really use it, but the deer will wonder 

why their prime shady spot is not there for their use any-

more. 

 Thank you for your material help.  All benefactors 

are remembered in a Mass offered monthly for them. 

The sunflowers at the entrance to Hermitage 

Lane are quite spectacular this year.  Sunflowers 

grow where the ground has been disturbed and 

since we had the cattle guards worked on earlier 

this summer, the hearty plants have grown abun-

dantly.  I thought this was a good photo to pair 

with Mary’s article about the inspiration she got 

driving into Hermitage Lane.  Thanks for pray-

ing for us and come on retreat! 


