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By Hermit Sister Mary Beverly 

“I am spent and will be spent for you,” 

was Bishop Thomas J. Connolly’s episcopal motto.  

He taught me to pray. 

He taught me how to teach others to pray. 

He believed in me. 

He believed in my vocation as a hermit. 

His strong, manly face looks serene. 

Wisdom and great intelligence seem to have been re-

stored to him now after years of debilitating dementia. 

His trademark smile and infectious warmth are gone 

however. 

His body is cold as it lies in his simple wooden coffin, 

as it rests before the entrance of St. Francis of Assisi 

Church in Bend, Oregon, the location of his funeral. 

It is hard to believe that someone with such a rich  

humanity and memorable vibrancy is dead. 

Tears are pouring down my face.  I can’t stop crying. 

I am not sad for him.  He longed for God and eternity. 

I am glad for him, but his going leaves such a loss in 

my heart and life. 

My tears express heartfelt and profound gratitude to 

God for all Bishop did for me in my life, for all the 

graces which came to me through his anointed hands. 

He was a spiritual father, a mentor and a friend to me 

for almost forty years. 

He was the co-founding bishop of Marymount  

Hermitage with his friend, Bishop Treinen of Boise. 

My life would have been impoverished without  

Bishop Thomas J. Connolly. 

How good God is to have given us  

a Shepherd after his own Heart. 

“Bishop”  

(as he was called by all who knew and loved him… 

and they are many) 

“I am spent for you…” 

 

was indeed “spent for us”, for the Church. 

“May the Lord who chose him from His priests  

and joined him to the Apostles in episcopal dignity 

now grant that he be admitted to their heavenly com-

pany.”   
(Quote from the booklet for the Pontifical Mass of Christian  

Burial at the St. Francis DeSales Cathedral in Baker, Oregon.) 

Continued on page 2 

Bishop Thomas J. Connolly 
Bishop-emeritus of Baker City 

Born July 18, 1922 in Tonopah, NV 

Ordained a priest April 8, 1947  

for the Diocese of Reno, NV 

Ordained a bishop June 30, 1971  

for the Diocese of Baker City, OR  

Died April 24, 2015 in Beaverton, OR 

R.I.P. 
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Bishop Liam Carey, Bishop of Baker City, blesses the 

body of Bishop Connolly during the vigil service on 

April 29, 2015 at St. Francis of Assisi Church in 

Bend, Oregon.  (All photos by Sister M. Beverly, HSM) 

Kathy Cole, Bishop Connolly’s beloved niece from 

Bliss, Idaho, says a last good-by to her uncle.  As the 

only relative present at the vigil, Kathy kindly invited 

me and a few others to join her in the front pew 

marked “family”.  It was an unanticipated privilege. 
Bishop  

Connolly’s 

crosier was 

placed at the 

front of the 

sanctuary be-

fore his coffin.  

The top inset 

is “the Lamb 

who was 

slain”.  How 

appropriate 

that the altar 

and sanctuary 

were decorat-

ed for the 

Easter season. 

In Bishop Skylstad’s homily for the funeral, he 

thanked by name Mary Ann Davis (L) and Sister Eliz-

abeth Sohler, SSMO for the personal care they gave 

Bishop Connolly in his declining years.  Warm ap-

plause showed agreement with the Bishop’s remarks. 

Archbishop Alex-

ander Sample of 

Portland, Oregon, 

was the main cel-

ebrant for Bishop 

Connolly’s funer-

al Mass in Bend 

on April 30,  

2015.  Four other 

bishops concele-

brated with him. 

Vigil and Funeral for Bishop Connolly 

(Continued from page one) 
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 Funeral Mass for Bishop Connolly 
(Continued from page two) 

Archbishop Alexander Sample receives the gifts from 

Kathy Cole, Bishop Connolly’s niece, at the funeral 

Mass on April 30, 2015 in Bend, Oregon. 

Archbishop Sample, having received the offertory 

gifts, passes the coffin of Bishop Thomas J. Con-

nolly at the funeral Mass in St. Francis of Assisi 

Church, Bend, Oregon.  On May 1, 2015, a Pontif-

ical Mass of Burial was offered at the St. Francis 

DeSales Cathedral in Baker City, Oregon.  Bishop 

Connolly is buried in the cemetery there.   

     “May his soul and the souls of all the faithful  

departed rest in peace.  Amen.” 

Memorial cards for Bishop Connolly have his offi-

cial portrait on the front and the Memorare prayer 

on the back.  I have extras for any who would like 

to receive one and who promise to pray for Bishop. 
Bishop Connolly’s last visit to  

Marymount Hermitage  

Does it look like Bishop Connolly is carrying his cross?  

That’s what I thought when I took this picture of him 

carrying a beam on May 4, 2006.  He was constructing 

a large cross to be installed at a location of our choice.  

This was his idea and, at the time, it was rather puz-

zling.  I see it now as his meditation on death in Jesus. 

Bishop Connolly 

(with Sister Re-

becca Mary’s able 

assistance) is at-

taching the cross-

beam to the cross.  

You can tell he is 

handy with tools 

and wood from 

long years fixing 

fence!  These 

scenes are poign-

ant now in death. 

Bishop was constantly medi-

tating on the Passion and 

Death of Christ.  He was very 

focused on Jesus saying, “My 

God, my God, why have you 

abandoned me?”   Yes, why? 
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 Bishop Connolly’ last visit to  

Marymount Hermitage   

(Continued from page three) 

     On May 9, 2006, exactly nine years ago today 

as I write this, we received a gift of an icon of Di-

vine Mercy from our neighbor and friend, Mike 

Nourse.  Bishop Connolly, our co-founding bish-

op, was here offering Mass and giving us a series 

of conferences for a week.  At Mass this day, 

Bishop blessed the icon and we installed it as a 

permanent fixture in the sanctuary on the side 

wall nearest the tabernacle.  It was to be a remind-

er to us “Marymountaineers” that life is to be 

lived under God’s mercy.  Now that Pope Francis 

has announced the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 

Mercy to be celebrated by the universal Church 

from December 8, 2015 through November 20, 

2016, we can look back and see how providential 

our inspiration was nine years ago.  The icon is 

also one of many concrete reminders of how inte-

gral Bishop Connolly was to our vocation as her-

mits and to the community at Marymount Her-

mitage.  By this time, 2006, Bishop Connolly was 

already the Bishop-emeritus of Baker and living 

his life of retirement very actively in shepherding 

people not only in eastern Oregon but also remote 

hermits in Mesa, Idaho in the Diocese of Boise. 

Photo above at left: Bishop Connolly receives the gift of 

the icon of Divine Mercy from Mike Nourse. 

 

Lower photo at left: Bishop Connolly blesses the icon. 

 

Photo above at right:  Bishop Connolly elevates the 

chalice after the consecration at Mass on May 9, 2006 in 

our chapel called “Our Father’s House”. 

 

Photo at right: Mass with Bishop Connolly concludes 

with singing and Mike Nourse holds the processional 

cross. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Mary Chamberlin (at left), Father Dale Tuckerman

(center) and Father Kenny St. Hilaire at the conclu-

sion of Mass at Marymount Hermitage on April 24. 

By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

     Father Kenny St. Hilaire and Father Dale Tucker-

man from the Diocese of Spokane were on retreat 

from April 19-25, 2015.  It was after Mass that I re-

ceived the phone message from Sister Elizabeth 

Sohler, SSMO, in Beaverton, Oregon telling me that 

Bishop Connolly had died early in the morning of  

Friday, April 24, 2015.  The priests offered Mass for 

the repose of Bishop’s soul on Saturday, April 25. 

     For more information about Bishop Thomas J. 

Connolly and his close association with us and Mary-

mount Hermitage, please read “The Connolly Con-

nection” the newsletter for Summer 2004.  This is 

available in the May 2015 section on the website. 

     Our big news would have been the arrival of Fa-

ther Casey Bailey, OCSO, who began his 8-month 

sabbatical at Marymount Hermitage on May 1, 2015.  

Because of our desire to honor Bishop Connolly in 

this issue of the newsletter, we hope in June to intro-

duce Father Casey to you. 

     Let’s pray for each other daily as we await a new 

out-pouring of the Holy Spirit: the Spirit of Jesus, the 

Gift of the Father.  God bless you! 

HERMITAGE RETREAT at MARYMOUNT 

with DAILY LAUDS, VESPERS & MASS.  

Schedule your retreat now for this year 

before the calendar fills up!  To apply, see 

www.marymount-hermitage.org 

PHOTOS FROM THE ARCHIVES 

For over 20 years, Bishop Connolly gave an annual 8

-day retreat at Nazareth Retreat Center in Boise.  At 

the end of the retreat, we always had a party to cele-

brate the Bishop’s birthday.  Sister Elizabeth Sohler, 

SSMO, is seen at the far right.  (Photos by Mike Nourse) 

July 2006 was the last 

time Bishop Connolly 

gave his Nazareth re-

treat.  He is shown  

with Sister M. Beverly, 

HSM.  Years of assist-

ing the Bishop with this 

scripturally based, di-

rected, silent retreat is 

the reason I said: “He 

taught me to pray; he 

taught me to teach oth-

ers to pray.”  SMB 

Good-by,  

Bishop.   

Bless us please 

from your place 

now with God 

the Father. 

We love you! 


