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     In an e-mail, I told my sister, Lucille, that the 

Bishop of Assisi was here.  She wrote back, “Assisi, 

as in Italy?  I am eager to hear more.”  Yes, that is the 

big news.  The active bishop of Assisi, Italy, Bishop 

Domenico Sorrentino, visited Marymount Hermitage 

in the afternoon of Sunday, July 19, 2015.  It was a 

surprising and an historic event!  Allow me to tell 

you the story in three segments... 

     Prologue:  Our friend, Father Ed White, the pas-

tor of St. Stephen Martyr parish in Renton, WA, has 

made several pilgrimages to Assisi, Italy, and during 

the course of the last few years, has become friends 

with the Bishop of Assisi.  Memorably, Father Ed 

was in Assisi when Pope Francis visited the city of 

St. Francis on October 4, 2013.  I do not know the 

details of how or why, but Bishop Domenico, who 

prefers to be called “Father-Bishop”, arranged with 

Father Ed to visit his parish and to travel with him 

and with parish families to “Family Camp” in 

McCall, Idaho in mid-July.  I had heard rumors from 

friends that Father Ed and Father-Bishop might visit, 

but nothing was certain or confirmed.  I will also add 

that Father Ed and Father Casey Bailey, OCSO, a 

monk from the Oregon Trappist monastery here on 

sabbatical, are close friends. 

     Story:  About 2:30 PM on Sunday, July 19, a very 

large motor home and some accompanying vehicles 

arrived at Marymount and parked by the chapel.  Fa-

ther Ed went up to Father Casey’s hermitage and the 

two of them visited there for a short while.  Then the 

two priests walked down to the motor home and vis-

ited together with Father-Bishop.  Our friend, Lorie 

Vanderwalker, was one of the persons accompanying 

the Bishop and it is thanks to her that we have these 
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photos.  Two others in the group were Sister Benedet-

ta and Sister Angela, who are working with Father-

Bishop to establish a new community for women in 

Assisi.  Sister Angela came on retreat to Marymount 

in May, 2014 with Father Ed White. 

At right, Fr. 

Casey and Fr. 

Ed are walking 

down from Fr. 

Casey’s her-

mitage to visit 

with Father-

Bishop in the 

motor home 

parked near 

the chapel at  

Marymount. 

This motor home, carrying the Bishop of Assisi,  

is pictured with Mt. Rainier in the background. 
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     At about 4:15 PM, the motor home and the entou-

rage of the Bishop of Assisi left Marymount to con-

tinue their trip to Washington and later to California 

leaving behind for us a blessing and a memory. 

     Epilogue:  If I sound somewhat removed in re-

telling this story, it is because all I know is from the 

reports of those who were here that Sunday afternoon.  

As Providence would have it, I was gone to do a sale 

at Sacred Heart parish in Boise.  I did not arrive home 

until about 6 PM and Marymount was all abuzz with 

the events of the day.  The two retreatants who were 

here then, Kim Anderson and Grace Daniel from Fa-

ther Ed’s parish, had travelled the previous week to 

Idaho with the Bishop’s caravan.  Father Casey had 

his story to tell from his privileged vantage point.  

Mary Chamberlin knew from Lorie Vanderwalker 

that the Bishop was here, but she humbly did not want 

to interrupt the visit of the three men in the motor 

home and hence did not see or meet the Bishop either.  

So that is the news.  If our other Catholic neighbors 

wished they had not missed the Bishop of Assisi, I 

can sympathize!  My hope is that this is not a one 

time event and that Father Ed White and Father-

Bishop will come again next summer, God willing. 

Bishop Domenico Sorrentino, Bishop of Assisi, 

hugs Father Casey in farewell after their visit 

at Marymount Hermitage on July 19, 2015.  

Peace, Father-Bishop!  We will pray for you 

and for Assisi, which a gift to the Church. 

Father Casey Bailey, OCSO and Father Ed White talk 

with Father-Bishop inside the motor home.  Note that you 

can see Father-Bishop’s face smiling at them in the mirror 

behind the two priests.  Wonderful photos, Lorie!  Thank 

you and God bless you! 

THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS 
By Father Casey Bailey, OCSO 

     While Bishop Sorrentino’s brief visit to Marymount was not 

entirely a surprise (as Sister Beverly writes, its possibility had 

been rumored for some weeks), it most certainly was a blessing 

for me.  He struck me as very much the Bishop of Assisi, in spirit, 

as well as in fact—a humble and gentle man.  He left with us his 

beautiful little book, Accomplices of the Spirit: The “Renunciation 

Room”.  Francis and Bishop Guido, which he told me is written 

from his heart.  It centers on Saint Francis’ divestment of the 

clothing of his father Pietro.  Bishop Sorrentino also told me, ech-

oing Pope Francis, that the Church always, including in our own 

day, needs to be divested of the clothing of the world.  Amen to 

that!  Even meeting him very briefly, it was abundantly clear that 

Father-Bishop is a man so divested, and thereby truly an 

“accomplice of the Spirit”.  I echo Sister Beverly’s hope that he 

will again be able to visit Marymount in the future—perhaps for a 

longer stay, please God. 
Cont. on page 3 
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    ONE YEAR LATER 

By Mary Chamberlin 

     When I told my family and friends (in Seattle) that 

I was coming to Marymount there was gladness, sad-

ness and also a “you’ll never last”.  Well, a year later, 

because I chose to listen and not argue with God, here 

I am. 

     On June 8, I celebrated my one year anniversary as 

a Lay Associate of Marymount Hermitage.  As I re-

flect on this past year, I know this is where I should 

be, where God wants me.  The discipline of communi-

ty prayer has improved my personal prayer life into 

one with a deeper relationship with God, something I 

don’t believe could have happened anywhere else.      

     I live my life following the cycles of the seasons, 

filled with the wonders of God.  Prayer finds its way 

into everything I do (even driving between Seattle and 

Mesa).  Becoming a part of Marymount Hermitage has 

been one of the best times I ever said to God, “Yes”! 

When Mary looks out her north-east hermitage window, 

she can see the statue of Our Lady of Grace in front of a 

clump of choke cherry bushes.  Mt. Council is on the dis-

tant horizon.  Looking closely, you can see a herd of deer 

behind the bushes.  The snow on the mountain and the 

green grass indicate that this photo was taken in May.   
             (Photo by Mary Chamberlin) 

Mary calls this scene “the road home”.  Walking back 

from chapel, she makes a left turn at the top of the hill and 

walks down this scenic road to her hermitage, appropri-

ately called “Mary’s House”.  This is what, years ago, 

Sister Rebecca Mary named her hermitage and it seems to 

have been a prophecy that one day Mary would occupy it. 

“Mary” now refers to both Mary, Our Lady and Mary 

Chamberlin.   (Photo by Mary Chamberlin) 
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Kim Anderson poses with Bishop Domenico Sorrentino, 

the Bishop of Assisi, Italy, in front of the chapel at Mary-

mount Hermitage on July 19, 2015.  Kim was here on re-

treat and is a member of Father Ed White’s parish in Ren-

ton, WA.        (Photo courtesy of Kim Anderson) 

IN MEMORIAM 
Ron Webster of El Paso, TX 

Ray Wilder of Meridian, ID 
     Please pray for the repose of the souls of two of 

our benefactors who died recently.   

     Thank you.  God bless you! 


