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By Pope Francis 

...We all pray, we give thanks to the Lord, we ask for 

favors, we praise the Lord…But I ask you: Do we 

adore the Lord?  Do you...have the capacity to adore 

the Lord?  The prayer of silent adoration: You are the 

Lord, is the opposite of self-reflection or narcissism.  

Adoration.  I want to close with this word.  Be wom-

en and men of adoration.  And pray for me.  Thank 

you. 
         From the Holy Father’s talk given in Rome on September 

17, 2015 to young consecrated people, quoted in L’Osservatore 

Romano, issue #41, page 17. 

ADORATION 

Cont. on page 2 

Eucharistic adoration on the eve of the First Sunday of Ad-

vent in Our Father’s House at Marymount.  As a communi-

ty, we pray on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evenings. 

HELLO and GOOD-BYE 

     Bishop Peter F. Christensen, Bishop of Boise, 

(center above) made his first visit to Marymount Her-

mitage on December 2.  Accompanying Bishop was 

Christian Welp, Director of Diocesan Services, (right 

above).  They are pictured after Mass with Father  

Casey Bailey, OCSO, who is ending his sabbatical at 

Marymount Hermitage on Dec. 15.  We are glad our 

new Bishop could experience winter on the Mesa and 

have an afternoon to pray here in our profound silence 

and solitude.  We pray especially for our Bishop and 

the priests of the Diocese of Boise.  Their ministry is 

so crucial for the Church.  We trust that Father Casey 

will continue to pray for us and for all the friends, 

neighbors, retreatants and benefactors of Marymount.  

It has been a privilege having daily Mass and it is hard 

to have him return to his abbey.    By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 
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Mike 

Nourse,

Father 

Casey 

with 

OLG 

vestment 

and  

Ceara 

Nourse 

after 

Mass on 

Dec. 12. 

R.I.P. 
Ronald F. Webster of El Paso, TX 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of our  

benefactor who died recently.  God bless you! 

ROSES IN DECEMBER 
By Sister M. Beverly 

     One of the miracles of Our Lady of Guadalupe’s 

apparitions to Juan Diego in Mexico in 1531 was the 

appearance of Castilian roses on a barren, wind-swept 

hill top in December.  Our Lady was giving this sign 

to the Bishop of Mexico City that it was the Queen of 

Heaven asking for a temple to be built for her so that 

all would know her love and mercy as “the Revered 

Mother”.  Since then, roses have been used to deco-

rate her miraculous image and to celebrate her feast 

day on December 12.  Mary and I brought home roses 

from Ontario, Oregon on Friday, Dec. 11, 2015 so I 

could decorate chapel for Our Lady of Guadalupe’s 

special day this year.  We were also thanking God for 

Father Casey’s sabbatical at Marymount Hermitage 

and for the privilege of daily Mass.  The monastery in 

Oregon, from which Father Casey comes, is named 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Trappist Abbey.  So this day 

was also their patronal feast and we thanked God for 

Abbot Peter’s permission to Father Casey and for the 

sacrifices his brother monks made to allow him al-

most 8 months with us.  Please pray with us for 

young and persevering vocations to their community. 

Mary and I had been wanting 

an image of Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe for chapel and this was 

her gift to me for Christmas.  

Father Casey blessed it for us 

after Lauds and Mary 

hung it in the sanctuary 

on December 12, 2015.  
Mary Chamberlin & SMB  

Cont. on page 3 
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     The Year of Mercy is meant to be a profound medi-

tation for us on “Jesus, the Face of the Father’s Mercy.  

These words might well sum up the mystery of the 

Christian faith.  Mercy has become living and visible 

in Jesus of Nazareth, reaching its culmination in him.  

The Father is ‘rich in mercy’...Jesus, by his words, ac-

tions, and his entire person reveals the mercy of God.  

We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of 

mercy.  It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace. 

Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the Most 

Holy Trinity.  Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by 

which God comes to meet us...In this Jubilee Year, let 

us allow God to surprise us.  He never tires of casting 

open the doors of his heart and of repeating that he 

loves us and wants to share his love with us.” 

 

     These quotes are from the Holy Father’s letter: Miseri-

cordiae Vultus, The Face of Mercy.  You can access this 

beautiful 22 page letter on the Vatican website: 

w2.vatican.va/content/Francesco/en/apost_letters.  As my 

own study, I will be offering this as the basis of my Scrip-

ture studies classes at Nazareth Retreat, Boise, Jan.-April, 

2016.  Visit the Nazareth website for details.  (SMB) 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY By Sister M. Beverly      

     On Dec. 8, Pope Francis opened the Jubilee Year 

Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  The Holy 

Father asked that in every Cathedral in the world on 

Dec. 13 each Bishop would open the Holy Year Door 

to begin the Year of Mercy for that diocese.  The 

Pope wanted people to go on pilgrimage and “on that 

day, the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy 

through which anyone who enters will experience the 

love of God who consoles, pardons and instils 

hope.”  (Face of Mercy letter)   

     Mary Chamberlin and I braved the 5 inches of new

-fallen snow to travel to Boise for the opening of the 

Jubilee Year of Mercy last Sunday.  Pictured at left is 

the black wrought iron door at the entrance to the 

main aisle inside St. John’s Cathedral.  The Latin 

words over the arch read: “Holy Year + Holy Door”.  

In the second photo, Bishop Peter F. Christensen, 

Bishop of Boise, reads the proclamation and begins 

the ritual of officially opening the door.  Below, Bish-

op Peter is seen entering through the door, processing 

up the aisle to begin Mass.  Mary and I placed our-

selves strategically in the last pew to be able to see 

and record in photos this historic event and memora-

ble grace.  May we receive and live Mercy this year! 

All photos by Sister M. Beverly except that by Sheila Martin of Mary and SMB. 
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CHRISTMAS  

GREETINGS 

Bishop Peter Chris-

tensen and Sister 

Mary Beverly after 

Mass on December 2.  

Our bishop’s first vis-

it for a day of prayer 

at Marymount Her-

mitage was like an 

early Christmas gift. 
(Photo by Father Casey) 

     Like roses blooming in December, may the miracle 

of Jesus’ birth continue to bloom brightly with hope 

for you and your loved ones throughout the New 

Year, 2016.  We ask God to bless all our friends, 

neighbors and benefactors and we thank you in ad-

vance for your kind greetings and generous gifts for 

Christmas. 

     With love and prayers in the Lord of Mercy, 

 Hermit Sister Mary Beverly 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

     Wishing you the blessings of peace, love and joy at 

Christmas and always.  Let us pray for one another. 

  Mary K. Chamberlin 
  Associate of Marymount Hermitage 

Mary Chamberlin at the entrance to St. John’s  

Cathedral in Boise, Idaho on our pilgrimage there. 


