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By John Hayes 

     My mother, Bette Hayes, always liked to be busy. 

Not only had she been a homemaker; she’d also 

worked at a time when it was less common for wom-

en to do so. During the Second World War, while my 

father was stationed in the Pacific, she worked as an 

administrative assistant at an Owens-Corning plant in 

Oakland, California; later, back in my father’s home 

state of Vermont, where they lived for many years 

and where my sister and I were born and raised, she 

was the Program Director for a YMCA Senior Citi-

zens Center for a number of years until retiring in her 

late 60s. 

     Throughout all this, she kept house and was 

skilled in all the ways a homemaker needed to be in 

those days: not only was she a good cook, but she 

also was a skilled seamstress, and had a tidy sewing 

room. This was more than a hobby for her; she made 

clothes for my sister and me as she was also frugal—

she liked to attribute this to her Scottish heritage 

through her father. 

     After they’d enjoyed a long and happy retirement 

together in Florida, my father passed away in 2005, 

leaving my mother on her own. She was 89 when he 

died, and for the next couple of years she kept house 

on her own. Then, sadly, she suffered a broken hip in 

the winter of 2008, and the decision was made that 
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she should be in assisted living in Massachusetts near 

my sister and brother-in-law.  

     While this move was a necessary one, it was a big 

adjustment for Bette. She had a fierce independent 

streak, and she also cherished time to herself. While 

the assisted living facility did offer a good amount of 

activities, and while she did take advantage of some, 

especially those related to art and crafts, time seemed 

to be hanging heavy on her. 

     But my mother had a particular item she liked to 

sew: quilted potholders. And she sewed them beauti-

fully. I can’t recall now if she started making pothold-

ers when she lived in Vermont or whether it was after 

the move to Florida in the late 1980s, but the main 

point is she really enjoyed the whole process of creat-

ing them, and she frequently gave them as Christmas 

and birthday gifts to family and friends. 

     Among those who had received the potholders 

were Sister Mary Beverly and Sister Rebecca Mary, 

who’d had the chance to meet Bette when she visited 

Idaho in 2005. They were both taken by craftsmanship 

that went into the potholders, as well as how pleasing 

they were to the eye; and they were also nice and 

thick, and so very effective for their purpose, all aes-

thetic considerations aside! 

     So after Bette moved to the assisted living, Sister 

Mary Beverly and I discussed the possibility of her 

making potholders for the Marymount sisters to sell at 
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their craft sales. It was an inspired idea, because my 

mother really took to it. I can’t begin to say how 

many times during daily phone conversations she told 

me how much making the potholders for Marymount 

meant to her—because she felt “useful.” And while 

she would sometimes wonder aloud how many pot-

holders she had made in her life, she never tired of the 

process, as she loved combining the colors and creat-

ing the overall pattern. 

     Bette Hayes passed into eternity on January 28, 

2016; she was 99 years, 11 months old to the day—a 

long life and a life well lived. She is sorely missed by 

the many who cared about her and loved her. As her 

son who was able to share nearly 60 years of her life, 

she taught me many things about perseverance, faith, 

and what it means to love. One great lesson came 

from the potholders—the need of every human being, 

no matter his or her age, to feel useful and needed; 

this has to do with the integrity of the spirit, and it’s a 

deep lesson indeed. 

     I have nothing but gratitude for Sister Mary  

Beverly and Sister Rebecca Mary for the many kind-

nesses they have shown me over the years, and espe-

cially for the great kindness they showed my mother, 

helping her to feel like a needed person to the very 

end of her life.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

     Marymount Hermitage had four benefactors die in 

January.  I could tell lovely stories of each of our 

friends.  “Red” Simonson used to call himself the 

“parsnip guy”.  He would supply us with fresh pars-

nips dug from his garden even in the middle of win-

ter.  I am grateful to our friend, John Hayes, (pre-

viously of Indian Valley, Idaho, and now living in 

Portland, Oregon) for writing this beautiful memorial 

for his mother.  I share this tribute with you as one 

way of showing that, even though I live in silence and 

solitude for the sake of prayer as a hermit, I am by no 

means isolated.  I have a wide network of friends and 

supporters who contribute to Marymount Hermitage 

in amazing and varied ways.  Please remember these 

friends and all our deceased loved ones in the charity 

of your prayers.  Thank you! 

     Gift Shop:  Does Marymount have a gift shop or 

not?  The answer is “yes” and “no”.  There is a virtual 

Gift Shop on the website and people can order our 

handmade items from there.  When visitors or re-

treatants arrive, they can ask to see our wares so as to 

purchase them.  But is there a special room to display 

our gift items?  No.  The main avenue for sales is 

when I load up the car and take our wares to parishes 

throughout Idaho, mostly in the Treasure Valley.  I am 

enclosing a partial list of the sale weekends below 

(page 3).  More parishes and dates will be added to 

this list later in the summer and fall.  I thank the many 

who support Marymount Hermitage at these local par-

ishes.  I ask prayers that my efforts to be self-

sustaining will be successful.  God bless you! 

     Lenten Retreat:  Now that Lent has begun, con-

sider making a retreat at Marymount during this sa-

cred season.  I recommend this only to locals who are 

prepared for real winter weather however.  The silence 

of the deep snow is restful to the weary soul searching 

for God.  Pray about it.  Know you are welcome. 

     Mary Chamberlin and I are making our own Lenten 

retreat from February 10-16.  It is always a blessing to 

have extra time for prayer and study.  As Americans it 

is too easy to fall into the trap of working too hard.  

We remember you in our prayers and are grateful for 

yours for us.  Happy, holy Lent in this Year of Mercy! 

A sample of Bette 

Hayes’ potholders 

which sell for $10…a 

bargain considering 

the intricate work 

involved.  I estimate 

that over the years 

Bette donated 200 to 

300 potholders! 
(Photos & design idea by 

Mary Chamberlin) 

IN MEMORIAM 
Father Anthony DiLoreto, Boise, ID 

Elizabeth “Bette” Hayes, Dedham, MA 

Thomas Rhodes, Boise, ID 

Clint “Red” Simonson, Payette, ID 
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Schedule for 2016 

IDAHO PARISH SALES  

hosted for the benefit of Marymount Hermitage 
 

March 5 & 6  Holy Apostles, Meridian 

 

April 23 & 24  Our Lady of the Valley, Caldwell (proposed) 

 

May 14 & 15  St. Mary, Boise 

 

June 11 & 12   Sacred Heart, Boise 

  

July 9 & 10  Our Lady of the Rosary, Boise    

 

July 23 & 24  Risen Christ, Meridian 

 

Aug. 6 & 7  Corpus Christi, Fruitland  

 

Sept. 17 & 18  Saints Peter & Paul, Grangeville 

 

Oct. 1 & 2  Our Lady of Good Counsel, Mountain Home  

  

Oct. 15 & 16  St. Paul, Nampa 

 

     On January 22, 2016, at St. John’s Cathedral in  

Boise, Idaho, Father Anthony DiLoreto’s funeral 

Mass was celebrated by Bishop Peter F. Christensen, 

Bishop of Boise, with many priests of the diocese con-

celebrating.  Our founding bishop, Bishop Treinen, 

asked that we have priests and seminarians foremost 

in our prayers and sacrifices and Sister Rebecca Mary 

and I have been happy to fulfill that original commit-

ment.  Many priests (like Father Anthony) write us 

annually expressing appreciation for our vocation and 

sending a small donation as well.  R.I.P.  
             (Photos by Mike Nourse) 

EPILOGUE: 
     The Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon publish 

an online monthly newsletter entitled “A View 

from the Dome”.  The February 2016 issue 

contains a photo of Sister Rebecca Mary, 

HSM, and a short description of the creative 

work she is doing in the infirmary at St. Mary 

of the Valley.  Read this for yourself by ac-

cessing the website of the SSMO’s and click-

ing on “News & Events” under which section 

you will locate the newsletter.  Enjoy! 


