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tribal delegations sent from northern Idaho 

in the early 1800’s, but most members, in-

cluding Big Ignace himself, did not survive 

the dangerous journey through enemy terri-

tory.  Some delegation Indians later suc-

cumbed to the white man’s diseases once 

they were in St. Louis and are buried near 

the Cathedral.            

     Finally, a fourth delegation led by Big 

Ignace’s son, Young Ignace, succeeded in 

reaching the Bishop of St. Louis.  Providen-

tially, there was in the city at that time, a 

very holy, zealous, Belgium Jesuit mission-

ary named Father Pierre-Jean DeSmet, who 

felt called to bring the true faith to the Indi-

ans of the Pacific Northwest.  In July, 1840, 

Father DeSmet made his first trip to the Flat-

heads of the “Far West” with Young Ignace 

and others of the fourth Indian delegation. 

     The Coeur D’Alene Indians were very 

open to the Jesuits’ evangelization efforts 

and soon missions were built and Masses 

were being said throughout the area.  One 

especially beloved site was the Mission of 

the Sacred Heart at what was later called 

Cataldo, (named for a later Jesuit mission-

Mercy House: proposed new library and 

house of hospitality.  Goal: $213,000.   

Donations to date: $34,000. 

The FIRST CATHOLICS of IDAHO 
By Sister M. Beverly 

     The story of the evangelization of the Native Americans in 

Idaho is truly amazing.  I used to hear my friend and spiritual 

mentor, Bishop Thomas J. Connolly of Baker, Oregon (now 

deceased) tell the story often with great gusto and many histor-

ical details.  (This will not be as good a rendition as his!)   

     The first white men to come to the area now known as 

northern Idaho, western Montana and eastern Washington 

were French-Canadian fur trappers in the early 1800’s.  With 

them came Catholic Iroquois Indians from Quebec and New 

York whose tribes had been converted in the 1700’s by the 

Jesuits now known as the North American Martyrs.  It was 

these Iroquois who first evangelized the Coeur D’Alene tribe 

and other linguistically related Salish or Flathead tribes in the 

Inland West.  The leader, Ignace La Mousse, or “Big Ignace”, 

would give rudimentary instructions in the faith, but always he 

urged that a delegation be sent to St. Louis, Missouri to ask for 

the “Black Robes” to catechize them.  Big Ignace said that the 

Black Robes could be identified because they would say the 

“Big Prayer” (the Mass), have the Sacred Book (the Bible), 

carry a large crucifix, and not marry.  There were in fact three 

Old Mission Church of the Sacred Heart at Cataldo, Idaho 
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ary) east of the current city of Coeur D’Alene.  

The church was designed by a Jesuit priest, Father 

Anthony Ravelli, who was an artist and an archi-

tect.  Jesuit Brothers and specially chosen and es-

teemed men of the Coeur D’Alene tribe built the 

church and nearby rectory.  The area is rich in nat-

ural resources, watered by the St. Joseph and Spo-

kane rivers, and was/is especially close to the 

hearts of the Indians.   

     In 1877, when the Coeur D’Alenes were forced 

by the United States Federal Government to live 

on a small reservation in the western panhandle of 

Idaho, much to their dismay, the area around the 

Cataldo Mission was not included in their land al-

lotment.  The Jesuits at the time, wishing to avoid 

war and urging peace, counselled the tribe to agree 

to move and they opened an Indian mission at 

DeSmet, which still exists as a diocesan parish and 

is still staffed faithfully by Jesuits from Spokane.  

But as an expression of deep Catholic faith and 

traditional beliefs, the Coeur D’Alene tribe makes 

a pilgrimage to the mission church every year on 

the solemnity of the Assumption of Mary, August 

15.  Mass is celebrated with tribal members in full 

Near the Church of the Sacred Heart at the Cataldo Mission 

is the old Jesuit rectory, now a museum. 

regalia.  They also visit the graves of their ancestors bur-

ied near the church.  The Cataldo Mission is now a state 

park, but, in an unusual arrangement between the State 

of Idaho and the Diocese of Boise, for the last 82 years, 

the Bishop of Boise has offered Mass annually on Au-

gust 15 for the Coeur D’Alene tribe and their guests. 

     Mary Chamberlin and I made our own pilgrimage to 

the Cataldo Mission Mass on August 15 this year to cele-

brate her living at Marymount Hermitage for two years 

and the beginning of my 50th Jubilee as a consecrated 

woman.  We had already planned our pilgrimage when 

the Bishop of Boise, Bishop Peter F. Christensen, an-

nounced that while at the Cataldo Mission this year, he 

would re-dedicate the Diocese of Boise to the Immacu-

late Heart of Mary.  Local media sources indicated that 

about 900 people were present for the outdoor Mass that 

took place at 11 AM and lasted for two hours.   

Successive scenes from the 

procession at the end of 

Mass.  Above, Bishop Peter 

F. Christensen, Bishop of 

Boise; at left tribal members 

carry the American and trib-

al flags. The honor given 

tribal elders and military 

veterans was touching.  Fr. 

Bob Erickson, S.J. has 

served in DeSmet for 30 

years and speaks Salish. 
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MEMORIALS 
 

 Donations were sent for Mercy House  

from these benefactors  

in memory of their deceased loved ones: 

 

MARY REGINA ARNOLD and 

PAULA JEAN ARNOLD 

by Virginia Arnold 

 

FLORENCE CARLON VAN CAMP-TOFANI 

by Barbara Valdez 

 

JAMES WM. COOK 

by Mary Cook 

 

VERA ECHEVESTE GREGER 

by Jovita Casillas Campos 

Minerva P. Echeveste 

 

DOLORES STROIK 

by Paul J. Stroik, Sr. 

 

VINCENT POXLEITNER 

by Joanne and Mark Wood 

Beverly and Nick Wood 

  

FRANK SATTLER 

by Dee Sattler 

 

 

HERMITAGE RETREAT 
Autumn at Marymount is a beautiful,  

peaceful, serene season.   

To schedule a solitary retreat  

Call: (208) 256-4354 or Email:  

marymount@ctcweb.net 

Ask if your preferred date is available;  

a $50 deposit  

will confirm your reservation. 

 

     August 15, 2016 was a day to remember, so full of 

grace, gratitude, sacred images and contagious joy.  

The photos I took cannot convey the beauty of the li-

turgical celebration, the reverence and fervor of the 

Coeur D’Alenes, nor the awesome sense of ancient 

traditions of Native Americans in traditional dress, 

dancing and singing in their own language.  At the 

Visitor’s Center while waiting for Mass to begin, Mary 

and I watched a video of the history of the Cataldo 

Mission. It was a poignant moment for me when I saw 

a black-and-white photo of our beloved Bishop Syl-

vester Treinen offering Mass on August 15 years ago.  

(He was our founding bishop.)  Mary and I plan to go 

on pilgrimage to Cataldo another year, God willing. 

FIRST CATHOLICS (Continued from pg. 2) 

Resources for Further Reading: 
Sacred Encounters: Father DeSmet and the Indians 

of the Rocky Mountain West, 192 pages, published 

in 1993 by Jacqueline Peterson and the De Smet 

Project, Washington State University.  This is a  

coffee table sized picture book with excellent  

articles and captions. 

History of the Coeur D’Alene Mission of the Sacred 

Heart, by Rev. Edmund R, Cody, M.A. 46 pages, 

published in 1930 in Kellogg, Idaho; forward by 

Bishop Edward J. Kelly, Bishop of Boise. 

 

On-line: 

www.cdatribe-nsn.gov  The Official Site of the 

Coeur D’Alene tribe of Indians. 


