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This retreat was invitation to hear one word 

and ponder it for eight days.  The full signifi-

cance of the retreat came on the last morning 

as I was packing my belongings and doing a 

quick cleaning of the hermitage. 

     The word thresholds came to me the first 

evening as I settled into the hermitage as-

signed to me.  No scripture passage came to 

be its companion; this one word only.  Yes, 

my life stood on more than one threshold.  

There were the cultural differences of com-

munity, city, church and ministry with my 

return to Spokane, but I had to ask: Are these 

the thresholds?  Yes, they are, and yet there 

was one other threshold to stand in and that 

was the invitation to accept and live into my 

lifelong desire to be a hermit.  From my 

childhood to this day my spiritual yearning 

has always taken me to the Desert, to Si-

lence, to Solitude for it is in that place where 

I truly know myself before God and in God.  

A gift on my return to Spokane is an apart-

ment within walking distance of my new 

ministry.  Could this be my city hermitage?  

Those who know me well have smiled and 

nodded.   

Mercy House: proposed new library and 

house of hospitality.  Goal: $213,000.   

Donations to date: $40,000. 

DESERT RETREAT 
October 9, 2016 

Dear Sister Mary Beverly, 

     My retreat word “thresholds” is still with me and encour-

aging me to embrace the thresholds on which I am standing…

so once again, thank you for your faithful servant-ing of Mary-

mount.  I so appreciated being able to return there for a retreat 

during my transition time.   

     Below is what I’ve written; use it as you wish... 

 
Marymount:  A Retreat into the Desert 

     I am drawn to the desert as a seeker of a Word, much as an-

cient seekers sought out an Abba or Amma.  Recently during a 

time of transition which entailed a move from the Deep South 

to the Northwest, a rural to an urban setting, and a ministry 

with young children to one with seniors, only Marymount’s 

mesa terrain would do for my annual retreat.   

     Sister Mary Beverly greeted me like an old friend away too 

long as it had been thirteen years since my last retreat at Mary-

mount.  I assured her that Marymount has held a special place 

in my heart over the years.  My previous two retreats were 

times of discernment regarding ministry and life situations.  

The guest hermitage nearest the chapel was Sister Janyce’s during retreat. 
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prayer and penance, solitude and silence for the sake of the Church and the world.  Any donations are sincerely appreciated and are 
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DESERT RETREAT (Cont. from pg. 1) 
     We each receive a Call, a Word placed in our 

heart by our loving and merciful God so that we 

might become who we are to be in Him and for 

Him.  On this retreat, the word given me was as-

surance that the time had come to step over the 

threshold that would claim this special call within 

my call to religious life.  

     Sr. Rebecca Mary and Sr. Mary Beverly’s 

faithful response to God’s call to establish Mary-

mount Hermitage nearly thirty years ago has over 

the years been an assurance that the desert experi-

ence is available for seekers.  How thrilling to wit-

ness Sr. M. Beverly’s and the Marymount Board’s 

faith in Marymount’s future by undertaking the 

campaign to raise funds for the new building to 

house library and gathering spaces. I know I will 

return again and again to this desert oasis where I 

can set aside the cell phone, TV and responsibili-

ties for a time to enter more deeply into the word 

God has for me at that time in my life.   

       The gift of Marymount is its open spaces 

filled with Silence that over days in the her-

mitage’s Solitude allows a seeker to hear the Word 

meant for them.  The Word they are to take home 

and live into in their daily life.  There are sunrises 

and sunsets, a night sky filled with stars, abundant 

wildlife to observe in their natural habitat, and the 

pealing of Marymount’s bell calling the hermit to 

community prayer; all contributes to the structure 

of the hermit’s day as she responds to the invita-

tion:  “I will lure her into the desert and there 

speak to her heart!” 

Blessings and prayers,  

Sister Janyce Bouta, SNJM 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
By Sister M. Beverly, HSM   

     Mary Chamberlin and I thought we might have only 

one last chance to visit a church with a holy door before 

the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy ends on Nov. 

20, 2016.  So with our friends from Weiser, Idaho, Ron 

and Sherry Moore, we went to Mass at the Cathedral of 

St. Francis de Sales in Baker City, Oregon on Sunday 

morning, October 9.  The rector is a former confessor for 

Sister Rebecca Mary and me when he was the parish 

priest in Nyssa, Oregon years ago.  Father Robert 

Greiner, gave such a beautiful homily on confession that 

Sherry and I were moved to ask for the sacrament later 

that afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Holy Door at the 

Cathedral of St. 

Francis de Sales in 

Baker City, Oregon. 
 

     I had the privilege of teaching about the Year of Mer-

cy in three small, rural parishes cared for by our friend 

and their pastor, Father Kenny St. Hilaire of the Diocese 

of Spokane.  I spoke each night in Ritzville, Odessa and 

Wilbur, WA the week of Sept. 26-28.  One of the points I 

wanted to make was that this special year of grace will be 

ending soon and, if we have not made any effort to obtain 

the special indulgence by going through the Holy Year 

Door, attending Mass at a cathedral or designated church, 

and receiving the sacrament of penance, now is the time!  

With all this fresh in my mind and heart, yesterday was a 
Our Father’s House 
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MEMORIALS 
 

 Donations were sent for Mercy House  

from these benefactors  

in memory of their deceased loved ones: 

 

NANCY JEAN KILGARIFF 

by John and Anne Olgevie 

 

VERA ECHEVESTE GREGER 
by Ronald A. and Susan Greger 

Thomas G. and Leslie Greger 

 

THOMAS HIXSON 

by Arlene Hixson 

 

ANNE T.  (SCHELL) LOUCKS 

by Father Thomas J. Loucks 

 

LAURA PALMER 

by Ronald A. and Susan Greger 
HERMITAGE RETREAT 
Autumn at Marymount is a beautiful,  

peaceful, serene season.   

To schedule a solitary retreat  

Call: (208) 256-4354 or Email:  

marymount@ctcweb.net 

Ask if your preferred date is available;  

a $50 deposit  

will confirm your reservation. 

 

special day of grace and joy.  God is merciful and 

good! 

     Thank you sincerely to those who have written such 

enthusiastic, encouraging notes and sent donations for 

Mercy House.  Trying to raise this amount of money is 

a prodigious effort, but, if the new library, hospitality 

house is God’s will, I believe the money will come in.  

Expect a post card in early December to give you the 

final update before Christmas.  Anyone reading this 

newsletter online, who is not on our mailing list, is 

welcome to send your US mailing address to be added 

to our list of friends and supporters.  (This information 

is never shared with anyone else.)  Finally, thank you 

for praying for the successful completion of this pro-

ject and all our other needs.  God bless you! 

COMMUNITY NEWS (Cont. from pg. 2) 

Ron Moore 

and Sister 

M. Beverly 

enter the 

Jubilee 

Door at the 

Cathedral in 

Baker City, 

Oregon  

on Sunday, 

October 9, 

2016. 

 
(Photos by 

Sherry Moore) 

LETTER RECEIVED 

     [If I had been able to scan this precious note and 

accompanying drawing, I would have done so.  

Please pray for all of our generous and sacrificial 

friends.   

     In a child’s handwriting with cash enclosed…] 
Dear Sr. Beverly, 

I would like to see you and the 

visitors.  I sold at the farmer’s 

market and earned some  

money.  I want to give it to you.   

from Serenity R. 

Boise, Idaho 

September 20, 2016 

A doe and 

her fawn are 

outside Sister 

Beverly’s 

office win-

dow facing 

west.  In the 

fall the bucks 

come and the 

herd gathers 

for the winter 

months. 


