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     Pope Francis con-

siders the ritual of en-

tering the Holy Door 

so important that he 

granted an astonishing 

privilege to those who 

are in prison.  He 

wrote in his letter that, 

if they make the inten-

tion, and fulfill the 

other obligations for 

the plenary indul-

gence, they may use 

the door to their cell 

as the Door of Mercy.  

The Holy Father did 

not want anyone to be 

left out!  Those of us 

who can walk and 

drive, how much more 

in earnest should we 

be about obtaining 

this grace! 

     I had read the pil-

grimage quote in the 

original letter in late 

2015 when Misericor-

Mercy House: proposed new library and 

house of hospitality.  Goal: $213,000.   

Donations to date: $42,000. 

AT THE DOOR OF MERCY 
By Sister Mary Beverly 

     The Jubilee Doors, which have been 

open all year, will be closed on Novem-

ber 20, 2016.  If you have not yet gone 

on pilgrimage to a cathedral or designat-

ed church, there are still two weeks left 

to do so.  Enter the Door of Mercy and 

receive this profound grace of forgive-

ness from the Father of Mercy.  After-

wards, discover anew in the sacrament of 

confession that Jesus is the Merciful 

Face of the Father.  He himself is the 

Door of Mercy always. 

     Here the moving words of Pope Fran-

cis in his letter, Misericordiae Vultus: 

The Face of Mercy, announcing the Ex-

traordinary Jubilee Year: 

     “The practice of pilgrimage has a spe-

cial place in the Holy Year, because it 

represents the journey each of us makes 

in this life.  Life itself is a pilgrimage, 

and the human being is a viator, a pil-

grim travelling along the road, making 

his way to the desired destination.  Simi-

larly, to reach the Holy Door in Rome or 

in any other place in the world, everyone, 

each according to his or her ability, will 

have to make a pilgrimage.  This will be 

a sign that mercy is also a goal to reach 

and requires dedication and sacrifice.  

May pilgrimage be an impetus to conver-

sion: by crossing the threshold of the Ho-

ly Door, we will find the strength to em-

brace God’s mercy and dedicate our-

selves to being merciful to others as the 

Father has been with us.”  (MV #14) 
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DOOR OF MERCY (Cont. from pg. 1) 
diae Vultus was published.  I 

have used it to teach in various 

venues this year, 2016.  I had 

occasion to read it again in a let-

ter the Pope sent to the Roman 

Academies to encourage “travel-

ling to meet the Faith”.  I had 

thought that my visit to the 

Baker City, Oregon Cathedral of 

St. Francis de Sales would be my 

last pilgrimage for the Jubilee 

Year of Mercy.  God had other 

plans for me!  While I was visit-

ing Sister Rebecca Mary in Bea-

verton, Oregon during the last 

week of October, I was inspired 

to ask her if she had been 

through a Holy Year Door for 

the Jubilee.  When I discovered 

that she had not, I asked her if 

she would like to go to the Port-

land cathedral.  She was happy 

to accept the invitation.  You 

will see photos of St. Mary’s Ca-

thedral of the Immaculate Con-

ception accompanying these two 

pages.  Sister and I enjoyed the 

beauty and the grace of this ven-

erable but newly renovated 

church.  We were able to pray in 

the adoration chapel and view 

the interior of the church fairly 

well, even without the lights on.  

It was midday and bright autumn 

sunlight was streaming through 

the stained glass windows.  We 

ask that you please pray that we 

both receive the grace of conver-

sion and begin to live more 

deeply a life of mercy, both re-

ceived and given.   

     November is rich with re-

membrances: praying for the 

dead all month long, celebrating 

a day of Thanksgiving, the 

closing of the Jubilee Year 

and the Holy Door, and be-

ginning Advent for the new 

liturgical year.  Another oc-

casion for remembrance oc-

curs on the Feast of the 

Presentation of Mary in the 

Temple.  Pope St. John Paul 

II designated Nov. 21 as the 

Pro Orantibus Day: the day 

to pray for “those who pray 

for us”.  Naturally, as a Her-

mit Sister, I welcome this 

prayer of the Universal 

Church for me and so many.  

Here is what Pope Francis 

said, referring to this day: 

“Then on November 21, the 

Church remembers the 

Presentation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary in the Temple.  

On this occasion, let us 

thank the Lord for the gift of 

the vocation of men and 

women who, in monasteries 

and hermitages, have dedi-

cated their life to God.  So 

that cloistered communities 

may fulfill their important 

mission, in prayer and labo-

rious silence, may our spir-

itual and material closeness 

never be lacking.” 
(General Audience in Rome at St. 

Peter’s Square, November 18, 

2015.) 

     Thank you for praying on 

November 21 for Sister Re-

becca Mary and me and for 

our resident Lay Associate, 

Mary Chamberlin.  We pray 

for you daily with love and 

gratitude.  God bless you for 

your generous and sacrificial 

material support. 
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MEMORIALS 

 In the charity of your prayers, please remember  

the souls of our friends and benefactors  

who have died recently: 

J. DAVID RICHEN 

HELEN K. TAYLOR 

By Sister Mary Beverly 

Book Recommendation 
     In meditating, reading and teaching about mercy 

this year, I discovered a newly published book which 

is an excellent presentation on the profundity of mer-

cy.  Father Michael Gaitley, MIC, has written a sec-

ond “Do-It-Yourself Retreat” entitled 33 Days to Mer-

ciful Love in Preparation for Consecration to Divine 

Mercy.  Fr. Gaitley’s explanation offers mystical in-

sights into the spirituality of St. Therese of Lisieux as 

it relates to Divine Mercy.  I have used this book my-

self repeatedly for retreats.  It is a new treasure for the 

life of the Church. 

MmH, Inc. Board of Directors Meeting 
     On October 21, Sister Charlene Herinckx, SSMO, 

Superior General of the Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon, 

was kind and generous enough to travel from Yakima, 

WA were she and some of the other Sisters were at 

meetings, to come to Mesa and enable us to have a 

second Board of Directors meeting this year.  We 

were able to complete business at the US Bank in 

Council which we were unable to do when we met last 

February.  Joanne Wood of McCall, ID and Mike 

Nourse of Boise, ID are also board members.  The 

second session of the meeting was at Marymount Her-

mitage and the main points of discussion were the 

plans for the proposed Mercy House and the status of 

the fund-raising.  I always receive good insights and 

much encouragement from these loyal friends.  Sister 

Juliana Monti, SSMO, who accompanied Sr. Charlene 

to Mesa, commented on how much God has blessed 

me and Marymount with the support of friends like 

these.  Very true! 

 

 

 

 
Left to right: 

Sister Charlene Herinckx 

and Sister Juliana Monti, 

SSMO, at Marymount on 

October 22, 2016. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Bell Tower 

     When  life is simple, hav-

ing one thing missing is huge.   

(Photo above by Elaine 

Woodburn and all others 

by Sister M. Beverly) 

 

The last few weeks 

have been like the si-

lence of Good Friday 

and Holy Saturday around here.  No angelus bells 

sounding.  Why?  Because the rope for bell in the 

tower broke and was beyond repair.  Our first rope 

lasted almost 30 years.  This last rope was very tem-

porary.  Now, thanks to the generosity of new friends, 

Janice and David Canterberry of Council, ID, we 

have a nice, thick, very long, new rope attached to the 

bell.  Now we are set for the next 30 years, at least! 

Christmas Correspondence and Communications 
     I thank you for praying for me and for us, and for 

the generous material gifts offered for the support of 

Marymount Hermitage, especially for Mercy House, 

a new library and house of hospitality, which, God 

willing, we hope to build next spring.  We need to 

raise the entire goal of $213,000 which will only be 

for construction of the building (not the interior fur-

nishings).  To date, we have received about $42,000.  

Please visit the website for updates:  

www.marymount-hermitage.org.   

All donations are acknowledged (by a hand-written 

note from me) and are tax deductible.  Please make 

checks payable to “Marymount Hermitage” and write 

“Mercy House” in the memo line of your check.  Un-

designated donations will be used, as usual, for the 

maintenance of Marymount Hermitage. 

     In early December, you will receive in the US 

mail a postcard with our Christmas greetings and a 

summary of the year’s news including progress of 

Mercy House.  The clever graphics for this communi-

cation are from our dear Bishop Peter F. Christensen, 

who is a graphic artist.  This is another indication of 

how supportive of us the Bishop of Boise is. 

     God bless you and let’s pray daily for each other. 


