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say but “Yes, of course!”  Then the total 

raised was $200,000.  By then tears were 

flowing down my face because I knew that 

our new house of hospitality was a going to 

be a reality.  So that was the beginning of 

the good news.   

     Since Thanksgiving, I had been receiving 

notes, Christmas cards and donations.  For 

my daily work periods, I put on Christmas 

music and was writing thank you notes eve-

Mercy House: proposed new library and 

house of hospitality.  Goal: $213,000.   

Donations to date: $223,500. 

MERCY HOUSE “MIRACLE” 
By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

     A friend from Sandpoint, Idaho emailed to say she was sor-

ry that by mid-November, I had only raised $40,000 for the 

new library, but she was edified that I “remained faithful and 

hopeful”.  When I wrote to her in early December that the 

building was fully funded, she was totally amazed.  (Me too.)  

It really does feel like a miracle!  How did it happen?  My 

Sandpoint friend asked if it was lots of little donations or one 

big one?  Both.  Funding for Mercy House really is a miracle 

made up of many miracles. 

     On Sunday afternoon, December 4, 2016, I received a 

phone call from a friend.  She and I first talked and shared 

about the ways we were both suffering at this time of our lives.  

Then she said, “The world is such a violent place and what we 

need are places of beauty and peace.  Marymount Hermitage is 

such a place and I would like to support your efforts to build 

the new library.   Mercy House is a wonderful and necessary 

project.  Would you permit me to send you a check for 

$150,000?”  What could I be but overwhelmed?  What could I 



 

Page 2 

Cont. on page 3 

The MARYMOUNT HERMITAGE NEWSLETTER is published by Marymount Hermitage, Inc., a non–profit, tax-exempt corpora-

tion in the State of Idaho.  The Hermit Sisters of Mary are a canonically approved, Catholic community of women hermits, following 

the Rule of St. Benedict.  The newsletter is published each month by the 15th on our website only.  The purpose of the newsletter is 

to share the spirituality and material progress of Marymount Hermitage.  Please pray that we may be faithful to our way of life in 

prayer and penance, solitude and silence for the sake of the Church and the world.  Any donations are sincerely appreciated and are 

tax-deductible.  Thank you in advance to those who have remembered Marymount Hermitage in their wills.  God bless you! 

MIRACLE (from page 1) 

ry day for 6 weeks, sometimes as many as 20 notes a 

day.  By the time I finished thanking the Christmas-time 

donors, the targeted goal of $213,000 had been reached.  

There is even $10,500 over that amount.  This means 

that, to date, the construction of Mercy House is fully 

funded.  God is good! 

     As I reflect on this unfolding miracle, what strikes 

me are two aspects.  First, that when God makes his will 

known, I can trust him to accomplish the goal.  Human-

ly speaking, trying to raise almost a quarter of a million 

dollars was not really feasible, but God did it.  He even 

made it seem easy.  Secondly, each donation, whether 

large or small, was an act of faith and charity on the part 

of the donor.  Most checks came with no comments.  

Some had a simple sentence such as     

 “Thanks for your prayers.”   

 “Thanks for all you have done for my family.”   

     Other comments were more descriptive: 

     From a young entrepreneur: “God has helped my 

business to be really successful this year.  I am giving 

this back to Him,” with his check for $20,000. 

     A young couple wrote to say that after two painful 

miscarriages, they were finally 6 months pregnant and 

looking forward to the birth of their first child together.  

Their gift expressed their joy and gratitude to God. 

     Some people sent donations in memory of their be-

loved and recently deceased family members. 

     Each gift, whether articulated or not, was an expres-

sion of praise and gratitude to God, who is so gracious.  

That is why I have this strong impression that the 

support for Mercy House expresses so beautifully 

what God’s mercy is for us.  It is a miracle of grace. 

     Last year in October, when I met with the Board 

of Directors for Marymount Hermitage, Inc., they 

were worried that the stated amount I was trying to 

raise was only enough for the projected construction 

cost for the building.  There was no money budget-

ed for interior furnishings or a contingency fund, in 

case the cost of building materials has risen since 

July 2016 when the original bid was made.  I just 

wanted to be simple and stay focused on the first 

step, which was to complete the building.  I was 

willing to let the second step take care of itself.  It 

is, after all, God’s work and money.  So now we 

have, not only the amount targeted, but a nice sum 

over it.  Donations are actually still coming in with 

late Christmas mail as of today, Jan. 12, 2017.  By 

next month, there might even be more in the ac-

count for Mercy House.  The miracle continues! 

     In February, I will be meeting with the general 

contractor, Jack Roberts, of Council, Idaho.  We 

will confirm all the details for the building, so that 

the architectural designer, Steve Curtis, of Nampa, 

Idaho, will be able to complete the blue prints.  I 

will also be drawing up a budget for interior fur-

nishings to see what amount of money is still need-

ed, if any.  Flooring is already budgeted in the con-

struction cost.  Most appliances for the kitchen and 

some furniture for the three rooms we already have.  

Some of the main furnishing costs will be new 

chairs for the 6 conference tables, a podium, and 

book shelves for the library.  We will use the 

shelves from the old library, but more will be need-

ed.  Visualize yourself sitting in the library and feel-

ing you are in the midst of the mountains.  That is 

how the beauty of the location will be utilized in the 

large reading room which is the library.  Decora-

tions will be mostly religious, such as the icon of 

Our Lady of Tenderness written by Bishop Peter F. 

Christensen, which Joanne Wood, a member of the 

Board of Directors has given me.  Sister Rebecca 

Mary, HSM has sent an icon of Divine Mercy, 

which is perfect for Mercy House.  Stay tuned for 

the final amount raised and budget for interior fur-

Moonset over Cuddy Mt. at dawn on January 13, 2017 with tem-

perature 5*.  (Photo by SMB)  Photo on bottom of page 1 by Pastor 

Geoff Cole of Council, Idaho, “Panorama” in December, 2016. 
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MEMORIALS 

 In the charity of your prayers, please remember  

the souls of our friends and benefactors  

who have died recently: 

FATHER ROBERT GRIFFIN, S.J. 

JOHN HABERLE 

Donations have been made to  

Marymount Hermitage  

in honor of these deceased loved ones: 

PAUL BOXLEITNER 

BEVERLY BOXLEITNER 

by Lois Boxleitner 

MARVIN HERBERT BRESLAUER 

by Gwen B. Knowles 

DR. CHARLES HARRIS 

by Maria Elguezabal Harris 

FREDERICK OFFERMANN 

LINDA BELLINGHAM 

by Janet O. Jennings 

IRENE W. PAGE 

by the Page and Houghton families 

TED & ELAINE WELP 

TOM WELP 

by the Dove Foundation 

nishings.      

     Ground-breaking for Mercy House is anticipated to 

be in April.  With the amount of snow we have had 

this winter, construction will actually begin when the 

ground is firm.  Four months is the anticipated time 

for completing the construction of the new building.   

     The post card which was sent in the US mail in  

early December, 2016 announced that Bishop Peter 

Christensen would offer Mass for me on the occasion 

of my 50th Jubilee and bless Mercy House on October 

25, 2017.  This date is being changed however.  I will 

send out a SAVE THE DATE post card when the day 

is set. 

     To you, our friends, who sent donations for Mercy 

House, thank you sincerely.  Your charity is greatly 

appreciated.  To those who sent undesignated dona-

tions, these funds help with the regular maintenance of 

Marymount Hermitage and are also appreciated and 

needed.  Just to give you an idea of costs, the electric 

bill for December, 2016, was $520 for all 8 buildings 

and the cost for plowing the road during that month 

was $1,140.  The buildings that are heated by propane 

will have that bill showing up in the summer.  Winter 

months with lots of snow and weeks of sub-zero tem-

peratures are costly.  I work very hard to earn a living 

for myself and Marymount Hermitage, but your gener-

ous support is crucial.  That is why I deeply appreciate 

our thoughtful benefactors.  I pray for you daily and 

depend on your prayers for me.  God bless you! 

MIRACLE (from page 2) 

Rev. Robert Griffin, S.J., 

chaplain at Marymount  

from 2000 to 2010, is 

shown after Mass on his 

last visit in May, 2011. 

I will save the “Retreatants Write” section for Febru-

ary.  Hopefully, by then, I will also have an article by 

Father Charles Zlock of the Archdiocese of Philadel-

phia which he is posting on his parish website. 

     One afternoon when I was taking my nap, the bell 

rang at 3 PM signaling a visitor.  I could hardly be-

lieve my ears because I had been snowed in for days, 

the road was not plowed, and it was impassable...or 

so I thought.  Christian Welp knocked on my door 

and I was happy to see him because he had been 

promising to bring his beautiful wife and seven dar-

ling children to visit me.  But no, it was “another visi-

tor,” he said.  It was Bishop Peter F. Christensen, 

Bishop of Boise!  That was even more unbelievable.  

I was so happy.  We had a very nice, but too short, 

visit before 

they had to 

return home 

to Boise on 

1/9/2017. 
 

(This photo is 

by a visiting 

priest from 

India who was 

with Bishop 

Peter and 

Christian.) 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

     Winter weather was the big topic these last two 

months.  We at Mesa received between 4-5 feet of 

snow all told.  There is currently about 30 inches on 

the ground after evaporation, settling and melting.  

Lots of work has been done for snow removal by paid 

and volunteer workers, both locals and friends from 

Boise.  One night it was -20* and 

we were without power for al-

most two hours.  Now that is 

scary!  I even had two intrepid 

deep-winter retreatants: a lady 

from Weiser, ID and a diocesan 

priest from Berwyn, PA, (at right). 

Father Charles Zlock 

offers Mass 1/10/17. 


