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      By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
     My mother died the year before we moved to Mesa 

to begin our hermit life at Marymount Hermitage.  But 

even in the three years before that, when we were be-

ginning our eremitical life at Nazareth Retreat Center 

in Boise, Idaho, I would mention to my Mom about 

making a retreat during certain seasons of the year.  

My Mom and Dad certainly believed in retreats.  I re-

member as a small child how each year they would 

each leave for a separate weekend to make a parish-

sponsored retreat in another town in southern Illinois 

where we were living.  My mother always thought that 

a hermit making a retreat sounded funny, ironic.  She 

said, “Isn’t your life a continuous retreat?”  In one 

sense, yes, but in another, no.  I believe that everyone 

profits by taking time out, having a different schedule, 

being in a new place, setting aside all work and extra-

neous reading and really focusing just on God and 

eternity...even hermits.  I usually make a retreat from 

Holy Thursday until Easter Monday and this year was 

no exception.  However, there was a huge difference in 

the context of my retreat this year.   

     For the past six years, I have made my Triduum 

retreat at the Trappist Abbey in western Oregon.  

There the spiritual intensity, deep silence and long, 

rich liturgies are meaningful and grace-filled for me.    

I find it easy to pray there.  I do treasure time being at 

the Abbey.  This year instead, I stayed at Nazareth Re-

treat Center which is the cradle of our hermit vocation 

begun there 35 years ago.  In that sense, it was like 

being home.  My main reason for changing the loca-

tion of my Triduum retreat is that I wanted to attend 

the services at the Boise Cathedral by Bishop Peter 

Christensen and to hear his homilies.  As Lent was be-

ginning, it occurred to me that having such a great 

bishop would be reason enough to make my retreat in 

A HERMIT ON RETREAT 

Cathedral of St. John the Evan-

gelist on the corner of N. 8th 

St. & Hays in Boise, Idaho.  As 

pastor of the diocese, this is the 

parish church of the Bishop of 

Boise.  Photo taken from the 

side of the church on Hays St. 
Triple doors at the entrance to 

the Boise Cathedral.  Photo 

taken from N. 8th St.  The cor-

nerstone was laid in 1906.  

Trees and flowers are begin-

ning to bloom in this welcome 

spring. 

“Cathedra” is Latin for 

“chair”.  Thus the Cathedral 

church features the bishop’s 

chair, seen below with Bishop 

Christensen’s episcopal coat of 

arms in the circle at the top of 

the chair.  The bishop’s chair 

symbolizes his teaching au-

thority.  This photo shows the 

back center of the sanctuary 

behind the main altar. 

At the Chrism Mass, the bish-

op blesses the three types of 

holy oils used for the sacra-

ments throughout the diocese 

for the year.  This is the dis-

play case for the holy oils in 

the Cathedral to the right of 

the main altar near the statue 

of Saint Joseph, patron of the 

universal Church. 
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HERMIT RETREAT (Continued from page 1) 
Boise.  In addition to this, the Cathedral of St. John 

the Evangelist is a like a European basilica, a beauty 

to behold.  I do not have a camera which can do jus-

tice to its awesome architecture and interior decor.  

The music is overwhelming and unforgettable with 

full choir, a pipe organ and a small orchestra, includ-

ing trumpets and tympani.  The building and music 

are a feast for eyes and ears. 

     My retreat at Nazareth unfolded in unpredictable 

ways, as retreats have a way of doing, by God’s 

grace.  My focus was to keep it simple with prayer 

and manual work.  I had no other plans.  Holy Thurs-

day brought the mystery and the grace of the Eucha-

rist, the priesthood, and the agony in the garden.  

There is always such a poignancy to this day.  It is my 

favorite day of the whole year.  Then on Good Friday, 

I began the Divine Mercy novena and, for the third 

time, the book by Father Michael Gaitley, MIC, 33 

Days to Merciful Love.  The consecration to Divine 

Mercy taught by St. Therese of Lisieux is really pro-

found and I have only just begun to understand and 

live it.  Holy Saturday arrived with its depth of silence 

and sense of waiting.  We killed God; Love has died.  

The King is asleep; the whole world waits.  I had a 

new inspiration this year and it helped me abide in 

this deeply mysterious waiting and silence.  I was do-

ing my hand work (more on that in the Community 

News) and I set a timer to go off each hour on the 

hour.  Then I stood each time, facing the crucifix, and 

read one of the seven Old Testament readings from 

the Easter Vigil Mass, with its responsorial psalm and 

closing prayer.  I did not know which of these read-

ings would be used at the Cathedral that night, but it 

was a good way to prayerfully prepare for Mass.  I 

have music in memory for each of the responsorial 

psalm antiphons and I used that line of music to carry 

me through each hour until the time for the next read-

ing. 

     Easter Sunday?  Honestly, I was so tired from the 

late and long Easter Vigil Mass on Saturday night.  

Yet it is amazing how the grace of Risen Life lifts one 

up.  I really did love the Easter Sunday Mass for the 

children at the Cathedral at 10 AM.  The children 

were cantors, choir members, readers, instrumental-

ists, servers, and two even “helped” the Bishop with 

his homily.  It was all quite unforgettable!  As an ex-

tra bonus, for me who loves photos, a young friend, 

Bobby Sieker, took a photo of me and Bishop Peter 

after Mass which I share here as a way to memorial-

ize my Nazareth Triduum retreat.  The Easter grace I 

ask from the Lord is a greater fidelity to my vocation 

as hermit of the Diocese of Boise as I prepare to cel-

ebrate my 50th Jubilee of Consecration. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
     I met with Bishop Peter Christensen on April 5 to 

give him news of Marymount Hermitage.  In particu-

lar, I informed him that the money for the construc-

tion of the new library and house of hospitality, Mer-

cy House, has been raised.  Construction will begin 

any day, weather permitting.  The melting snow and 

days of rain have made the ground too wet to be 

worked yet.  Bishop was amazed that so much mon-

ey had come in (me too), but God can do what is 

seemingly impossible...and God’s people are gener-

ous, as you so abundantly proved!  I give a yearly 

financial report to the Bishop.  I am glad to do so. 

This provides oversight and transparency.  Bishop 

and I always have this kind of 

business to cover, but we both 

prefer to speak on spiritual topics 

and we did that too.  I asked 

Bishop to bless the icon I fea-

tured last month in the newsletter 

and which I have in the living 

room/prayer room of my house. 

Bishop Peter F. 

Christensen, 

Bishop of  

Boise, with 

Hermit Sister 

Mary Beverly at 

the door of the 

Cathedral after 

the Easter 

morning Mass, 

April 16, 2017. 
 
(Photo by  

Bobby Sieker.) 
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     While the general contractor, Jack Roberts, and his 

crew would have preferred to have begun construc-

tion by now, I really think that the delay is all in 

God’s providence.  Next Sunday, April 23, is Mercy 

Sunday.  It is fitting that Mercy House begins in the 

season of mercy.  Progress report and photos next 

month, hopefully.  Please pray that the work will be 

safe and successful.  Thank you!   

     Another delay has been posting this month’s news-

letter for which I apologize.  I promise to have it post-

ed normally by the 15th of the month, but with my 

Triduum retreat and Easter, I decided the delay was 

necessary this time.  I mentioned my manual work 

during retreat and it consisted of attaching address 

labels to 2500 post cards.  You should be receiving 

your card this week.  For those not on the mailing list, 

the text of the post card is posted on the LIBRARY 

NEWS section of the website here. 

     I will host my second parish sale of the year in 

Caldwell on May 13 & 14.  I have also been invited to 

be a featured speaker at the Idaho Council of Catholic 

Women (ICCW) Convention in Boise on April 29.  

The topic is “Praying with Mary and Elizabeth” 

which will also be a presentation I am eager to give in 

Mercy House next year, God willing.  As always, I 

have been hosting retreatants here at Marymount Her-

mitage.  Spring is a glorious and graced time to make 

a retreat.  Please consider making a reservation for 

your own Easter season retreat. 

     In Boise last weekend, people repeatedly asked 

me if all the snow at Mesa is gone now.  

The answer is yes and the brilliant green grass and 

delicate wildflowers are growing abundantly.  I 

missed picking mountain bluebells already because it 

was raining too much.  Wildflowers often have a 

growing season of only ten days and, if you miss 

them this year, you have to hope for the next.  (Time 

and wildflowers wait for no man...and no hermit sis-

ter either!)  May the liturgical graces and the spring 

time beauty lift your hearts and minds to God.  Re-

member the quote from Dostoyevsky: “The world 

will be saved by beauty.”   

     God bless you and let us pray for each other daily. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

(Continued from page 2) 

Mt. Council 

with spring 

pond in fore-

ground seen 

from chapel. 

We have 

well over 

150% of 

normal snow 

pack this 

year.  Bush-

es & trees 

are not yet 

green. 

Stained glass window 

of the Resurrection of 

Christ in the Boise 

Cathedral. 

White marble statues of 

Our Lady and St. Joseph 

grace the front walls on 

either side of the main 

altar at the Cathedral.  

To the right of the statue 

of St. Joseph is a stained 

glass window image of 

Jesus’ foster father. 

Pope-emeritus Benedict XVI was born on Holy Saturday.  

This year, his birthday fell on Easter Sunday.  In thanksgiv-

ing to God for this great scholar, writer and saintly man of 

the Church, I quote him on the importance of beauty:  “If the 

Church is to continue to transform and humanize the world, 

how can she dispense with beauty in her liturgies, that beau-

ty which is so closely linked with love and with the radiance 

of the Resurrection?  No, Christians must not be too easily 

satisfied.  They must make their Church into a place where 

beauty—and hence truth— is at home.” 


