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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
     May 1 is the feast day of St. Joseph the 

Worker.  How fitting then that construction of 

Mercy House began on that day!  Here at 

Marymount Hermitage, especially at Lauds 

and Vespers, we pray for the safety of the 

workers and the success of their labors 

through the powerful prayers of St. Joseph.  

Jack Roberts, general contractor, cleared the 

site and dug the trenches in preparation for 

the concrete work which began on May 8 and 

continued through May 11.   

     May is also the month of Our Lady and it 

is fitting for Marymount Hermitage, dedicated 

to Mary, the Mother of God, Mother of the 

Church, Mother of Mercy, to have the new 

building begin in her month.  As I write this, 

we are eagerly anticipating the celebration of 

Our Lady of Fatima on May 13 with Pope 

Francis in Portugal and for the canonization 

of Francisco and Jacinta, a young brother and 

sister, who with their cousin Lucia, saw Our 

Lady from May-October in 1917. 

MERCY HOUSE BEGINS 

May 3, 2017:  Trench for footings 

along the east wall of Mercy House.  

Mt. Council will be visible from the 

windows of the library.  Notice how 

red the dirt is: full of iron and rich- 

looking against the green grass. 

Trench for footings for the west 

wall of the library.  Spring run-off 

pond and single snow-capped peak 

to north visible in background. 

Mike Dion, crew boss, smooths the concrete 

after the footings are poured for the east wall. 

Leif Dion with 

the concrete 

boom for the 

pouring of the 

back wall foot-

ings; chapel 

seen at top left 

background. 

Con-

crete 

pump 

truck 

with 

huge 

boom, 

very 

high 

tech! 

First concrete 

truck docked 

with pump 

truck to begin 

pouring of the 

footings. 

East view of the road; second con-

crete truck arrives for delivery. 
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to share the spirituality and material progress of Marymount Hermitage.  Please pray that we may be faithful to our way of life in 

prayer and penance, solitude and silence for the sake of the Church and the world.  Any donations are sincerely appreciated and are 

tax-deductible.  Thank you in advance to those who have remembered Marymount Hermitage in their wills.  God bless you! 

MERCY HOUSE BEGINS  
(Continued from page 1) 

     Everything about God, his actions in salvation his-

tory, his words in Scripture, his dealings with us and 

our loved ones, and everyone in the world always re-

veals who he is: MERCY.  As Pope Francis says, 

“Mercy is another name for love”.  God is love; God 

is merciful.  So many of the psalms praise God’s mer-

cy.  My prayer is that this new Mercy House, a library 

and house of hospitality at Marymount, will be an ex-

pression of God’s mercy for his people, for all of us. 

     Sister Rebecca Mary sent this icon of Divine Mer-

cy to be used in the new library.  (It is available from 

Monastery Icons.com)  In 

conjunction with my grati-

tude for this gift, I would 

like to recommend a book 

which I am currently us-

ing perhaps for the third 

time.  It is a book by  

Father Michael Gaitley, 

M.I.C., 33 Days to Merci-

ful Love: A Do-It-

Yourself Retreat in Prepa-

ration for Consecration to 

Divine Mercy.  This is a 

profound study of the spir-

ituality of St. Therese of 

Lisieux and it has been a 

help to me in my interior 

life.  Sister Rebecca Mary 

told me that she used the 

retreat book throughout 

Lent and made her conse-

cration to Merciful Love on the Feast of Divine Mer-

cy, April 23, 2017. 

     On the topic of Our Lady of Fatima, I recently dis-

covered an amazing book: A Pope and a President by 

Paul Kengor.  The sub-title of the book summarizes it 

well: John Paul II, Ronald Reagan, and the Extraordi-

nary Untold Story of the 20th Century.  Basically, it is 

a very well-researched historical study of how Mary’s 

predictions at Fatima explained the unfolding world 

events.  Rare is the book which reports both the facts 

of history and faith!  It truly is the “untold” story. 

May 9, 2017: framing 

for stem walls is con-

structed and waiting 

for the concrete to be 

poured for west wall. 

View of chapel to west as 

concrete for stem walls is 

being poured. 

The concrete pump 

truck and boom 

frame the mountains 

to the east.  All the 

men agreed the li-

brary will have a 

stunning view of 

mountains on all 

three sides. 

Mike Dion (top left) has his back to the two pillars of the porch 

which were also poured on 5/9.  Mike stands in front of what will 

be the front door of Mercy House.  Chapel, large pine tree and 

Cuddy Mt. are seen in background to the west.  Concrete for the 

last two pillars of the porch was poured on 5/11. 
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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

     Naturally, the construction of Mercy House is big 

news on the mesa!  However, I will try to post photos 

and up-dates on progress of the new building in the 

Library News section of this website rather than in 

the Community News in this monthly newsletter.  

Since I am picking wildflowers during this time, I 

found myself also photographing them while I was 

around the construction site.  I even fantasized about a 

heading: “A Wildflower Picker’s Construction Log”  

with the story narrative something like: “When the 

lupine, prairie star, blue camas and arrowleaf balsam 

root were blooming, the concrete footings were being 

poured.”  Fortunately for you, who do not know these 

flower-friends as intimately as I do, I have refrained 

from imposing on you in this way. 

     God has blessed me with friends and benefactors 

who show their generosity to and interest in Mary-

mount Hermitage in extraordinary ways.  About two 

months ago, a young mother, who lives in Nampa, 

Idaho and who is a published author, asked if she 

could feature our wildflower cards in her article for 

Mother’s Day in Our Sunday Visitor the May issue.  

Besides this indirect advertising, it was an impetus for 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
me and my competent web master, Mike Nourse, to 

seriously expand and up-grade the section of the Gift 

Shop dedicated to the flower greeting cards.  Since 

the Gift Shop was set up on the web page almost 15 

years ago, some cards have been deleted and many 

more have been added.  The order form was also up-

dated to reflect current postage prices.  Please find  

and read Lori Hadacek Chaplin’s article featuring 

Mother’s Days Gifts in OSV.  Join me in asking 

God’s blessings on all our benefactors. 

     Retreatants, both local and out-of-state individu-

als, have been guests at Marymount Hermitage.  May 

8 there were four ladies here from Boise for a day of 

prayer.  A pilgrim group from Corpus Christi parish 

in Fruitland, Idaho will be here on May 16.  Their 

pastor, Father Camilo Garcia, will celebrate Mass for 

us, which will be a joy and a privilege.  As construc-

tion of Mercy House becomes more known and visi-

ble, I suspect I will get more visitors like the friends 

who stopped by today, May 12, from Grangeville, 

Idaho on their way south on Highway 95.   

     Thank you again for your prayers and donations 

which so beautifully support Marymount Hermitage, 

me and my vocation in the Church.  Let’s pray for 

each other daily.  God bless you! 

Purple Lupine           White Prairie Star   Golden Arrowleaf Balsam Root with Lupine 

Blue camas fields 

along Hermitage 

Lane; Chapel 

and Cuddy Mt. in 

the far distance. 


