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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

     Last month in the first sentence of the Commu-

nity News I wrote: “Mercy House is being built by 

the merciful deeds of others.”  This month, I con-

tinue my meditation of the unfolding miracle, 

which is the beautiful Mercy House. 

     Mercy House is being built by the prayers of so 

many.  I recently went to Ontario, Oregon (the 

closest large city) and while doing errands was 

able to attend Mass at the Catholic hospital at noon 

on a Wednesday.  The two African Sisters, who 

are chaplains there, greeted me warmly and asked 

about the progress of the new library.  I was actu-

ally surprised they even remembered this project, 

to which they replied, “But we pray for your build-

ing every day!”  It was quite a reminder that so 

many people, unbeknownst to me, are praying for 

the successful completion of Mercy House. 

     Secondly, Mercy House is being built by fami-

lies.  This amazing detail was revealed to me over 

time.  These specialty crews are family businesses: 

fathers, sons and daughters, brothers, husbands 

and wives.  It seems more than fitting that Mercy 

House is the work of family hands and talents.   

God bless each of you and please keep praying! 

MERCY HOUSE 
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The MARYMOUNT HERMITAGE NEWSLETTER is published by Marymount Hermitage, Inc., a non–profit, tax-exempt corpora-

tion in the State of Idaho.  The Hermit Sisters of Mary are a canonically approved, Catholic community of women hermits, following 

the Rule of St. Benedict.  The newsletter is published each month by the 15th on our website only.  The purpose of the newsletter is 

to share the spirituality and material progress of Marymount Hermitage.  Please pray that we may be faithful to our way of life in 

prayer and penance, solitude and silence for the sake of the Church and the world.  Any donations are sincerely appreciated and are 

tax-deductible.  Thank you in advance to those who have remembered Marymount Hermitage in their wills.  God bless you! 

     LETTER TO 

FAMILY CAMP  

PARTICIPANTS 

 
 In this photograph, I am eight years old and it is 

my First Holy Communion.  I do not look happy, perhaps, 

but my heart was filled with the words Jesus said to me 

when I received him for the first time that morning at 

Mass: “Will you be mine?”  I said, “Yes,” with all my 

heart!  I knew that meant Jesus wanted me to be a Sister.  

I could not wait.  I entered the convent of a teaching com-

munity when I was 17 years old.  I had graduated from 

high school and I then went to college to get my teaching 

certificate.  I loved being a Sister and being a teacher! 

 Then Jesus asked me to leave everything I loved: the convent, the community, teaching, my 

family and friends, and go to a place he would show me to live the life of a hermit.  I could not imagine 

being in silence and solitude, but I trusted that Jesus would give me the grace.  I have been a hermit for 

almost 40 years now.  This summer I will celebrate being a Sister for 50 years.  Honestly, it seems like 

a very short time!  My life is a witness to the fact that God is good; God is loving; and that God is 

faithful.  He gave me the grace to live my vocation, both as an active religious and now as a hermit and 

I rejoice in that and in him. 

 I am sharing this with you because I firmly believe in the charism of Family Camp.  I will pray 

for you and offer sacrifices for your safety and for many graces for each of you.  May you grow in your 

Catholic faith, deepen your love for your family and friends, and begin to discern the vocation to which 

God is calling you.  The Church needs holy priests, Sisters, Brothers, and married men and women, 

holy families and holy mothers and fathers.  When families are strong, the world will have peace.  

What the world today needs most is saints! 

 I ask you to pray for me too and join me in spirit for my Golden Jubilee, thanking God for his 

faithfulness to me as a Bride of Christ. 

 Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

 Marymount Hermitage, Mesa, Idaho 

 July 4, 2017 

 

 This is a copy of the letter I sent to the families gathered this weekend for the annual Idaho 

Family Camp.  Every year they ask me to pray for them, which I am happy to do, but this year I com-

posed this letter especially for the children and young people in honor of my Golden Jubilee. 

 This studio photograph was taken on May 13, 1956 which was Mother’s Day that year.  My 

family photo includes my mother, Vera Greger, my father, Robert A. Greger, holding Margaret, and my 

brother, Ron, and my sister, Lucille.  We were the oldest of what was to become a family of seven chil-

dren. 

 An expanded version of my vocation story was submitted and is scheduled to appear in the  

Idaho Catholic Register for the August 4, 2017 edition. 

 
Continued on page 3 



 

Page 3 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 

     Summer scenes like this remind me that I really 

do live in the rural West.  Above, you see a cattle 

round-up taking place on the neighbor’s property.  

There is something really invigorating and refreshing 

about observing families living their traditional ways 

and pioneer values.  Photo thanks to Mike Nourse. 

     Retreatants have been coming to Marymount Her-

itage and I am waiting for the right opportunity to 

feature what they have written in our hermitages’ 

guest books.  Lorene Vanderwalker deserves special 

mention for always keeping the work shop cleaned 

and organized every year when she comes on retreat 

for a week or two.  This year, in addition to the work 

shop and dead-heading the irises, she also painted the 

interior of Sister Rebecca Mary’s old hermitage 

which is named “Mary’s House”.  Here is a stunning 

photo of sunset behind the chapel bell tower which 

Lorie took while she was here last week. 

     July 22 & 23, God willing, I will do a parish sale at 

St. Paul’s in Nampa, ID.  I depend on the income 

from these monthly sales to support myself and Mary-

mount.  Last month, for the first time ever, I had to 

cancel the sale scheduled at St. Mary’s Parish, Boise, 

ID.  I had injured my back and needed to recuperate 

before doing this kind of work.  That set-back of two 

weeks and the on-going work of overseeing the build-

ing of Mercy House has made it impossible for me to 

pick many wildflowers this year.  “For everything, 

there is a season…”  Just a reminder that I do depend 

on your prayers for the things only God can provide 

like grace and good health.  The families who send 

monthly donations contribute mightily to the work of 

Marymount Hermitage because I cannot do all this on 

my own. 

     One of the spin-offs from the sub-contractors 

working here on Mercy House is that I am getting to 

know local workmen for the first time and now have a 

new list of the men available for future repairs and 

maintenance at Marymount Hermitage.  I have told 

Jack Roberts, the general contractor, that he hired 

wonderful workers!  I like them all.  I will say that 

each of the men and women have really put their 

hearts into the work of Mercy House.  It will have a 

good feel because good people have put their hands 

and talents to build it.  I tell each of the workers that I 

hope they will be proud of the new library for the rest 

of their lives.  They have a right to be proud because 

it is truly a work of art and very beautiful.  Dave 

Tucker was the crew boss for the sheet rock installa-

tion and the taping and texturing.  The ceiling is his 

wife, Linda’s, specialty.  I am not sure if this will real-

ly be visible in the photo, but here is the detail of the 

ceiling texturing which looks like a field of flowers. 

     I will close, as always, with a promise of daily 

prayers for you and your needs and intentions.  You 

can always send prayer requests, either by a phone 

message or email.  God bless you abundantly! 


