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By Sister M. Beverly 
     The interior of 

the library!  I cannot 

get over how beau-

tiful it is.  I had the 

pleasure of visiting 

with a friend in 

front of the fire-

place one cold, wet 

afternoon.  When 

the fog lifted, we 

could see through the windows new-

fallen snow on the mountains.  It was a 

thrill.  Retreatants will love this room! 

INTERIOR of MERCY HOUSE 

Cont. on page 2 
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INTERIOR of MERCY HOUSE (Cont. from page 1) 

     The library is dedi-

cated to Pope/St. John 

Paul II, the Mercy Pope.  

The kitchen/utility room 

is dedicated to Mother, 

now Saint, Teresa of 

Calcutta, remembered 

for her life-long dedication to the poorest of the 

poor.  The parlor will be dedicated to St. Faustina 

who gave us Jesus’ revelations of Divine Mercy in 

modern times.  I am still cleaning and furnishing 

the kitchen and parlor.  The washer and dryer are 

in place but not connected yet.  The parlor has a 

couch and chairs, but I am still waiting for book 

shelves from the old library to be placed in that 

room.  Art work needs to be hung yet too. 

     Here you see Mike 

Allen hanging the large 

image of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe which is 

now mounted over the 

front door as you exit. 

     In the foyer to the 

left is a small book case 

with books by and 

about Pope/St. John 

Paul II.   

Another specialty read-

ing nook in the library  

is the children’s corner.  

This will feature the ex-

cellent Vision book  

series of  saints’ biog-

raphies for children. 

     Any 

library is 

like a 

family, 

constantly 

growing.  

A librar-

ian’s work 

(mine) is 

never 

done,  

always 

processing 

new books and adding them to the shelves.   

     A new building is also like a new baby.  I keep observ-

ing “firsts”.  This photo shows you Mercy House with its 

first coat of snow.  Notice the deepening snow on Mt. 

Council in the background.  I am happy to report that, af-

ter paying the first winter electric bill for Mercy House, it 

will be cheaper to heat and operate than any of the little 

hermitages.  The electric furnace is very efficient and 

more than that, the building is extremely well insulated.  

That is a mercy to me...and a relief!  God is good. 

     Have all the books been moved from the old library 

building?  No.  It is still a work in progress, but the major-

ity of the collection has been moved.  I am slowly pur-

chasing the smaller items which the building needs like a 

toaster, coffee pot, etc. and staple household and grocery 

items.  The largest items for purchase yet are saints’ icons 

for the foyer.  More on my Christmas wish list in Dec.       

     Future plans for Mercy House?  I hope to begin a se-

ries of monthly Open Houses for the locals in the spring.  

Anyone can check out books from the library and I want 

people to know they are welcome.  I am planning on of-

fering monthly classes on a variety of topics in 2018.  

More details as plans solidify and dates are chosen.   

     Save the date.  On April 11, 2018, Bishop Peter F. 

Christensen, Bishop of Boise, will offer Mass at 11 AM 

and then bless and dedicate Mercy House.  Contact me 

soon, if you need lodging for attendance at the blessing.      

      Look for the Christmas post card arriving in early De-

cember in the U.S. mail.  Let’s pray for each other as we 

move into Advent and winter in preparation for the Nativ-

ity of the Lord. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
MERCY HOUSE:  As of early October the construc-

tion of Mercy House was completed, the building has 

been paid for (only slightly over budget) and the 

county had issued an occupancy permit.  So many 

people contributed spiritually and materially to make 

Mercy House a reality  May God abundantly bless 

each of our benefactors.  I would like to thank at this 

time in a special way, Dr. Katherine Elstun and her 

husband, Devon, for their generous donation of most 

of the furniture for the library room.  God bless their 

new medical ministry in Saipan! 

 

 

Devon and 

Katherine 

are shown 

here on a 

recent trip 

to Japan. 

 

     The table and four chairs pictured on page one 

were a donation from Shirley Glemser, along with 

the three arm chairs across from the central couch.   

It was so obvious to Shirley and me that God himself 

had coordinated the furniture because her table set 

exactly matches the new book shelves which I had 

purchased.  Arlie Hixson donated an antique “library 

table” which you can see on page one at the end of 

the large executive desk in the library.  My sister, 

Lucille Dungan, bought a deluxe vacuum cleaner for 

Mercy House.  My heart is full of gratitude and joy. 

 

ROAD WORK:  The heavy construction traffic all 

summer long was hard on the road.  I am having a 

local workman do some minor repairs.  More exten-

sive road repairs will have to wait for the future and 

will be done in stages based on available funds. 

 

RECOMMENDED BOOKS:  Like a squirrel with 

nuts in autumn, I am caching books which I will be 

reading this winter.  Here I will only mention two.  

IN SINU JESU: When Heart Speaks to Heart is an 

unusual book which will awaken or deepen your love 

for Eucharistic adoration.  The author is an anony-

mous Benedictine monk.  It is his prayer journal 

which contains the words of Jesus to him and has all 

the power of The Word and the enlightenment which 

can only come from the Holy Spirit.  Sometimes Our 

Lady also speaks to the priest.  Like Scripture, one 

can only read this in short 

segments, so as to be able to 

meditate and let the revela-

tions go deep into your heart 

and mind.  It is actually ad-

dressed to priests, but for 

those of us who love and 

pray for our priest-friends 

and pastors, it is an inspira-

tion to value and support 

them in their sacred voca-

tion.  Read it for yourself 

and see if you are not in-

spired to give it as a gift to 

your favorite holy priest. 

     My second new book and recommendation is THE 

POWER OF SILENCE: 

Against the Dictatorship 

of Noise by Cardinal Sa-

rah.  This is another pro-

found and enlightening 

book which can only be 

read slowly.  The hardest 

part for me is NOT yellow 

highlighting every sen-

tence in an effort to re-

member and later find the 

ones that mean so much to 

me.  It is a classic. 

     Happy Advent and 

winter reading to deepen 

your spiritual life! 

 

RETREAT AT MARYMOUNT HERMITAGE: 

     Marymount is open for retreatants throughout the 

winter season.  If you are interested in arranging a re-

treat, email me and, when we agree on dates for you, 

you can print out, complete and send in your retreat 

application with a $50 deposit.  Mercy House, espe-

cially the library, will be a special feature from now 

on and I expect rave reviews when retreatants actually 

start using the new building.  Deacon Joseph Lustig of 

the Diocese of Boise has visited several times already 

and mentioned his intention and eagerness for being 

here on retreat, of making a cup of coffee in the kitch-

en, and then sitting out on the patio with a warm 

drink, reading and looking up to see the mountains.  I 

appreciate this encouragement from one of our future 

young priests.  Joseph will be ordained in early June, 

2018.  The Church is alive and well when we have 

holy priests who look forward to having time to pray 

and read!  God bless you. 


