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By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 
     My life as a hermit is one of silence, solitude and 

prayer inspired by St. Benedict and his Rule.  There-

fore, work is an important part of my daily life.  

When I tell people that to support myself I make 

things to sell, of course, the obvious question is, 

“What 

kind of 

things?”  

Actually, 

that is 

hard to 

answer 

because 

the list is 

so long!  

This is an attempt to answer that question. 

     An item which occupies chapel, the library, my 

house and the hallway to chapel is the aloe vera.  

God grows the plants, but I water them regularly and 

transplant the new sprouts for sale.  Occasionally, I 

also have jade plants to sell.  It’s a fun job! 

    Rosaries 

are a big 

part of our 

sales.  They 

come in 

many kinds 

and a large 

range of 

prices.  Sr. 

Rebecca 

Mary 

taught a 

friend of ours to make the rosaries with metal parts 

and she diligently keeps me supplied with regular, 

ORA et LABORA: Gift Shop 

Cont. on page 2 

specialty and gemstone rosaries and rosary bracelets of 

many kinds 

of beads, 

designs and 

colors.  The 

wooden ro-

saries made 

with cord 

and wood 

beads are 

the kind I 

make.  

Wooden 

rosaries have either wooden crucifixes or gemstone 

crosses on them.  There are three kinds of wooden 

beads, including olive wood from the Holy Land. 

     A gift item which has become associated with 

Marymount Hermitage is the flower greeting cards.  

The flowers are 

mostly wild-

flowers, but 

include some 

domestic ones 

as well.  The 

designs range 

from very sim-

ple to very 

elaborate.  

There are two 

kinds of flower cards: printed and cards with real flow-

ers.  Last year the website was upgraded to display 

over a hundred printed flower cards.  Within that cate-

gory, there are three kinds: regular, birthday and all 

occasion cards including Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, 

Easter and Thanksgiving. 
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GIFT SHOP (Continued from page 1) 

     Picking flow-

ers is a huge in-

dustry.  My 

house and the 

hallway are 

stuffed with 

press boards,  

telephone books, 

boxes of dried 

flowers, paper 

and envelopes.  I 

am hoping to 

begin seasonal 

classes at Mercy 

House on all the 

aspects of this 

work for neigh-

bors and local people who might be interested.  

Watch the Calendar of Events regarding dates. 

     Baby booties, which are actually miniature shoes, 

are another gift item I create.  These booties are cro-

cheted.  Cowboy 

boots, roller 

skates, Mary 

Janes, track 

shoes, saddle ox-

fords and tennis 

shoes are just a 

few of the kinds.  

They are dis-

played on the 

website, and al-

most any color 

can be ordered.  The photo seen here is a table display 

at Holy Apostles parish in Meridian, Idaho which 

hosted my first parish sale this year, the beginning of 

others throughout the Treasure Valley.  I will be do-

ing a sale at St. Thomas parish in Coeur d’Alene, Ida-

ho for the first time this year.  This sale is scheduled 

for August 4 & 5, 2018. 

This photo does not give you a good 

idea of these items, but this table 

displays the medals and crucifixes 

on chains which I assemble to sell. 

     To honor 

the new 

school, built 

and opened 

at Holy 

Apostles 

parish 

named St. 

Ignatius of 

Loyola, I  

bring a large 

supply of 

medals of St. Ignatius on the three sizes of chains, as 

well as the brochures about the saint which you see on 

this table above.  Having brochures of the saints’ bi-

ographies is an added feature for the religious medals.  

For under ten dollars, a medal and brochure make a 

nice gift for someone receiving the sacrament of Con-

firmation, for instance. 

    Many of our gift 

items were inspired 

by the great variety 

of creative gifts 

which Sister Rebec-

ca Mary has.  Over 

a period of four 

years, she wrote and 

illustrated three 

children’s books 

which I typed, edit-

ed, had published 

and now offer for 

sale.  (The old 

teachers are still “at 

work” indirectly inspiring children to read!)   

     The books are a trilogy and, while not overtly reli-

gious...being primarily the story about the main char-

acters who are animals...there is a strong underlying 

Christian and Scriptural theme.  The mystery unfolds 

based on the questions: who is the beggar and who is 

the Fire King?  These books are ideal for children in 

the fifth grade, but good readers in the second grade 

have read and loved the stories and teenagers in high 

school have wanted to read the books before their 

younger siblings did!  The stories have something for 

everyone, even adults.  Find out for yourself! 
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GIFT SHOP (Continued from page 2) 
     Finally, 

there are 

household 

items 

which I 

have for 

sale made 

by friends 

who are 

gifted in a 

variety of 

ways.  

This table displays the work of Karen Lockwood who 

has created exotic hardwood cutting boards and 

boxes for me to sell.  Tags tell the kind of wood used 

and a hand-out describes how to care for the wood. 

     This is not a complete list, but I want to conclude 

with the information about how to purchase hand-

made items from Marymount Hermitage.  There are 

several ways: at a parish sale, online from the Gift 

Shop on the website, in person at the new Gift Shop 

in Mercy House, and by calling or emailing me about 

the items you are requesting.  I am happy to do this 

mail order business for your convenience.  For the 

first time gift items can be displayed at Marymount 

Hermitage for retreatants and visitors to see and pur-

chase.  St. Paul writes that, if you want to eat, you 

should work.  It is a good corollary to the Rule of St. 

Benedict: “ora et labora”, prayer and work. 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 
     Arlie Hixson of 

Council, Idaho often 

leaves surprises for me.  

The sturdy white swing 

appeared on the porch 

of Mercy House about a 

month ago.  She bought 

it at an estate sale be-

cause she thought I would want to use it on the patio.  

God bless all our kind friends and benefactors! 

     See the Calendar of Events.  Remember April 11. 

Mass at 11 AM and blessing of Mercy House by 

Bishop Peter Christensen.  All are welcome. 

     A Day of Pilgrimage to Mercy House for prayer 

and study on the theme of Mary our Mother will be 

held on April 19 from 10 AM to 3 PM.  See page two 

of the Calendar for more details about this event. 

     May God bless your Lenten  

journey and may Easter be a 

deep joy and renewal for you! 

     I offer 

other books 

for sale 

such as the 

New Amer-

ican edition 

of the Bible 

in English.     

     One new 

book is 

Margaret of Scotland written by an Idaho author and 

based on a life-time of research, study and prayer.  It 

is not advertised as a biography, but it contains all 

the known historical facts of this great Queen of 

Scotland whom the Catholic Church has declared a 

saint.  It is a great read and very well written.  Men 

and women, priests and lay people, old and young 

have found this book very inspiring, as I have.  Read-

ing level is suitable for adults and older teens.  Books 

are available in hard back and paper back editions. 

     The book by Jason Evert is Saint John Paul the 

Great: His Five Loves and is not for sale, but is of-

fered for donation only.  Since Mercy House is dedi-

cated to our great Mercy Pope, I am promoting in 

any way possible his life and teaching in the Church.   

     I also sell a rosary meditation booklet compiled 

from homilies of Pope Francis.  Other small booklets 

include the Stations of the Cross and one about the 

Divine Mercy devotion and chaplet.  Stations of the 

Cross chaplets, made with olive wood beads and 

beautiful station medallions, are also available.  

     The last item pictured in the photo above, to the 

right, is the music CD: Hosanna to the Son of Da-

vid, which records Sister Rebecca Mary playing her 

guitar and dulcimer while singing her original song-

prayers in Hebrew, Aramaic and English.  The book-

let inside the CD gives the English translations.  

     Rosary bracelets, both with regular beads and 

gemstones, are available for purchase.  These are just 

one decade of 

the rosary.  

One type of 

bracelet is the 

entire rosary 

beaded on a 

coil in small, 

regular and 

large sizes.  

Prices vary. 


