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THE PLACE SHE CALLS HOME 
By Liana Michelle Greger 
     There are not many places in this world that are 

as serene as Marymount.  During my family’s two 

days there, we walked around the grounds and I was 

struck by how quiet it was.  All I could hear was the 

sound of our footsteps, the occasional chirping of 

birds, and the sound of wind in our ears.  Together 

we looked out at 

the snow covered 

mountains sur-

rounding the hills 

as far as the eye 

could see.  I 

could not help 

but be in awe of 

their beauty.  It 

was like the 

mountains were 

there to protect 

us from harm.  

     The nights 

were just as beautiful, even with the great mountains 

obscured by clouds.  I woke in the night to see the 

brilliant white light of the moon streaming through 

the window of Mercy House, and I couldn't help but 

get out of my bed and peek out-

side.  The stars were so clear 

and bright, something I was not 

used to seeing coming from a 

city.  There was so much love I 

felt everywhere I went on the 

property, whether it was out on 

a walk or inside the beautiful 

new Mercy House.   

 

MARYMOUNT: The Twins’ Tributes 

Continued on page 2 

MY THOUGHTS ON MARYMOUNT 
By Logan James Greger 

     During spring break, my family and I went on a va-

cation to Marymount Hermitage to visit my dad’s sis-

ter, Sister Beverly Greger, who lives at the Hermitage.  

I remember how the afternoon sun broke out over the 

high mountains as our van climbed up the bumpy and 

twisty road to the 

Hermitage.  As we 

reached the top, I 

saw beautiful 

mountains, still 

covered in snow 

from a flurry, ani-

mals, and a quiet, 

serene nature 

(which was way unlike our backyard view back in Bea-

verton, Oregon).  The Hermitage was made up of small 

residences 

where the 

Catholic Sis-

ters had once 

slept, Aunt 

Beverly’s 

beautiful 

house, a chap-

el, and a new-

ly finished 

library.  Aunt 

Beverly was 

there to greet 

us with open arms, excited that our whole family was 

here at last.   

     We stayed inside the library, which can also be used 

as a personal hotel for guests.  It has a welcoming li-

Liana, Leslie, and Logan Greger with  

Sister M. Beverly’s former hermitage in 

the background on March 26, 2018. 

Continued on page 2 

Leslie and Tom Greger as they arrive together. 
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TRIBUTES (Continued from page 1) 

     Seeing my Aunt Beverly in the place she calls 

home was amazing, and I am so glad that I was able 

to finally go and 

experience Mary-

mount with my 

whole family. 
 

Epilogue:  Mom, 

Leslie Greger, told 

me that both 16-year 

olds wrote their arti-

cles before reading 

each other’s.  They 

wanted to share their 

experiences with 

you, my friends, and 

wrote at my request 

with parental ap-

proval.  SMB 

 

brary with fancy furniture, flowers, wall paintings of 

world famous saints, a kitchen, a bedroom, an outdoor 

balcony, a pond, and a breath-taking view of the 

mountains.  The library was full of books that told 

stories from the Bi-

ble, explained Cath-

olic history, or were 

just classic stories 

for all ages. 

     The three days 

we spent [there] 

took a very positive 

toll on me.  The 

tranquility of the 

scenery was able to 

relieve me of my 

stress and sorrows. 

     Many times, my 

sister, Liana, would 

sing in the chapel, 

which would radiate 

the perfect tone of the 

pure beauty around 

all of us.  Up there, it 

felt as though all the 

troubles that were 

down in the world, 

like gun violence and 

racial discrimination, 

had no place here.  

From sunrise to sun-

set, the land’s eternal 

glamour never dies.   

     However, it was-

n’t only the daytime 

that was beautiful.  There was an amazing phenomena 

that happened every night, that can’t be seen where I 

live.  Due to how little light pollution there was on the 

ground, hundreds of stars could be seen in the sky, 

along with a way brighter moon, and sometimes even 

falling stars.  It was never tiring to look up at the sky.  

But there was more to the stars than just beauty.  Be-

ing able to see all those stars made me feel like the 

stars were a symbol of the possible peace of the world  

 

Liana, Tom, Leslie and Logan Greger, 

with chapel in the background, before 

their departure on March 28, 2018. 

I was touched that 

both of the twins em-

phasized that they 

were able to be at 

Marymount “as a 

whole family.”  My 

brother had spinal 

cancer when he was 

17, was miraculously 

healed, but is perma-

nently in a wheel-

chair.  Mercy House 

is fully handicap ac-

cessible for someone 

like him.  The bath-

room is equipped 

with grab bars which 

are essential and the 

couch makes into a 

queen-size bed to 

accommodate a cou-

ple.  The Greger fam-

ily were my “guinea 

pigs”.  It was suc-

cessful since Logan 

claims it was their 

own “personal ho-

tel”.  The last time 

my brother came was 

26 years ago.  That is 

a story for another 

time.  Sister Beverly 

Mercy House parlor turned into a bed-

room.  The suite of rooms is available 

for couples on retreat or handicapped 

individuals who need the amenities. 

Liana practices the theme song of a 

musical she is trying out for at her 

high school: “The Little Mermaid”.  

Logan believes she could be Ariel! 

Logan 

no-

ticed 

the 

cut 

flow-

ers 

and 

loves 

them 

like 

his 

Dad! Continued on page 3 column one 
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TRIBUTES (Continued from page 2)      COMMUNITY NEWS 
By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 
     A Day of Pilgrimage to Mercy House for prayer 

and study on the theme of Mary our Mother will be 

held on April 19 from 10 AM to 3 PM.  All are wel-

come, but please call or send an email to make your 

reservation.  See page two of the Calendar of Events 

for more details about this event.  This is free and 

open to the public. 

     April 11 was the Mass and blessing by Bishop Pe-

ter Christensen for the public dedication of Mercy 

House.  About 60-70 people joined me for the glori-

ous celebration.  I will have an article and photos in 

the May newsletter. 

     May 18-20 at Nazareth Retreat Center in Boise, 

Idaho will be the place for the silent weekend retreat 

given by Father Brad Neely and myself.  The theme is 

“Praying with the Psalms”.  Contact Nazareth for your 

reservation.  There is still space available. 

     June 14 at 7-8:30 PM and June 15 at 10 AM –

11:30 AM  I will be offering a class on the question: 

“Who is God?”  All are welcome.  Please bring your 

bible and notebook to participate more fully.  There 

will be time for the teaching, discussion, and private 

prayer in chapel or around the grounds.  This is free 

and open to the public.  The presentation is the same 

both days. 

     July 5 at 7-8:30 PM and July 6 at 10 AM-11:30 

AM  I will be offering a class on the question: “Who 

is Jesus of Nazareth?”  All are welcome.  Please bring 

your bible and notebook to participate more fully.  

There will be time for the teaching, discussion, and 

private prayer in chapel or around the grounds.  This 

is free and open to the public.  The presentation is the 

same both days. 

     August 9 at 7-8:30 PM and August 10 at 10 AM-

11:30 AM  I will be offering a class on the question: 

“Who is the Holy Spirit?”  All are welcome.  Please 

bring your bible and notebook to participate more ful-

ly.  There will be time for the teaching, discussion, 

and private prayer in chapel or around the grounds.  

This is free and open to the public.  The presentation 

is the same both days. 

     The proposed summer schedule for classes at Mer-

cy House is to experiment and see if evening offerings 

are good for people who work.  The Friday morning 

schedule will accommodate Catholics being able to 

attend the noon Mass at St. Jude’s mission church in 

Council, Idaho, if it is offered that day.  I ask prayers 

that God may bless this new evangelization at Mary-

mount Hermitage called for by Pope St. John Paul II. 

and the light pollution was like the barrier that was 

blocking us from world peace.  So, if we were able to 

turn out the barrier, maybe we would be able to see 

peace on earth.  It’s a message I haven’t stopped 

thinking about since the time I was up there.  Even as 

we drove away back into civilization, I realized that I 

would always know that a place like this would be a 

perfect example of peacefulness, calm, tranquility, 

and happiness.  It is a place to unwind, and it inspires 

a feeling of peace and good will. 

A RETREATANT WRITES… 

     “The Mercy House and library were an instru-

mental part of my retreat experience at Marymount.  

I spent the evenings in the library and found myself 

exploring the various books that seemed most intri-

guing.  What a treat.  It felt like I was a kid again.  

There was no rush, no agenda.  I was absorbing and 

enjoying.  I found myself just taking in the beautiful 

early evening views of the surrounding hills that 

were snow-capped while losing track of time.  I felt 

like I was wrapped in a warm blanket.  It was a great 

way to reflect on and end each amazing day at Mary-

mount.  Once I stepped out of the library and into the 

pitch black darkness of the night, words cannot de-

scribe the powerful feeling of God’s infinite pres-

ence.” 

John B. 

Boise, ID 

March 18-25, 2018 

 

CALL OR EMAIL IF YOU ARE INTERESTED 

IN A RETREAT AT MARYMOUNT.  MERCY 

HOUSE IS WAITING TO MEET YOU! 

Quiet time in Mercy House or in chapel.  Logan writes they 

went often so Liana could sing.  I only heard her once!  SMB 

Chapel from 

the porch of 

Mercy House. 


