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By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 
     Bishop Peter F. 

Christensen, Bishop of 

Boise, was at Mary-

mount on April 11, 

2018 to offer Mass for 

the dedication of Mercy 

House.  Sister Charlene 

Herinckx, SSMO, (at 

right) was lector for the 

first reading.  Father 

Carlos Camargo, pastor 

of St. Agnes parish in 

Weiser, is pictured be-

hind in the sanctuary.  

Bishop Peter is shown 

(to the left) reading the 

gospel as Father Tom 

Keller and Fr. Carlos 

sign themselves.  
(Mass photos courtesy of 

Helen Glidden.) 

 

     Bishop gave a very 

inspiring and memo-

rable homily, opening 

his remarks with the 

story of how, as a 

seminarian, he de-

signed his paten and 

chalice.  The point of 

the homily was that 

God has a plan for our 

lives and it unfolds 

gradually.  Events in our lives show us how God has 

DEDICATION MASS  

Continued on page 2 

been leading us 

and how we are to 

grow in faith and 

love.  (Recordings 

of the Mass and 

Blessing are on web-

site in Library News 

at bottom of page.)               

 About 60-70 people gathered for Mass, includ-

ing many from out-of-state.  Lucille Dungan from San 

Antonio, TX, Sister Beverly’s sister, is shown here sit-

ting next to her.  After Mass, we all processed over to 

Mercy 

House for 

the Bishop 

to bless the 

building 

and the 

many icons  

lining the 

walls. 
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BISHOP PETER BLESSES 

MERCY HOUSE 
 (Continued from page 1) 

     Bishop Peter 

began the Bless-

ing ritual with a 

word of instruc-

tion about the 

purpose and in-

spiration of 

Mercy House.  

He also thanked 

the many people 

who contributed 

prayers and do-

nations to sup-

port the con-

struction of this 

beautiful, new 

building. 

Christian Welp, Director 

of Diocesan Services, 

read the intercessions for 

the Blessing rite.  Pic-

tured here below, Nancy 

VanDyken, an icono-

grapher and yearly re-

treatant at Marymount 

Hermitage from Bozeman, 

MT, tells of the inspiration for 

“writing” this icon of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary,  

“Theotokos” (“God Bearer” or 

Mother of God), with the title 

of “Panagia” (The All Holy), 

shown in a prayer posture.  

Nancy (at left) spoke so rever-

ently about the spiritual signifi-

cance of the icon that people 

were moved to tears.   

     Nancy will return to give us 

two classes during a Day of 

Pilgrimage for prayer and 

study on sacred 

icons.  (See Calendar.) 

     Grace Wood (at 

right) is being 

blessed by Bishop 

Peter for melanoma 

surgery on her leg.   

Grace claims she 

was healed when 

Bishop placed his 

hand on her head. 

     Sandra Meza, 

formerly from 

Council, now of 

Parma, Idaho, was 

one of the 

young 

adults at the 

Mass and 

Blessing.  

Sandra is 

pictured 

with Sister 

Beverly in 

both photos 

here.  

(Blessing photos  

courtesy of  

Ann Bixby, ICR staffer, 

and Sister Charlene  

Herinckx, SSMO.)  
     April 11, 2018 

was a day of great 

joy, gratitude, and 

grace for all of us 

who were present for 

the Dedication Mass 

and Blessing of Mer-

cy House.  We all owed a debt of gratitude to the  

Boise and Weiser Knights of Columbus, under the 

leadership of John Pettinger and Brian Compton, who 

provided a valet parking service; to Grace Wood and 

Laurene Houghton, our musicians; and to Mike 

Nourse, the altar server, who also recorded the Mass 

and Blessing.  God bless you!     
Continued on page 3 
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MERCY HOUSE (Cont. from pg 2)       

 

 

 

     Mercy House (at 

right) library interior 

from both sides of 

the room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early morning  

scene on April 11 

looking west to the 

chapel, before the 

guests arrived.   

     Mercy House scenes above: front door 

(red, the color of mercy, with Divine  

Mercy icon); fireplace as a feature of the 

library offering an inviting reading room/

space; foyer into Mercy House with some 

of the saints’ icons.  The building speaks of 

the faith of the Church and everyone feels 

the atmosphere of peace and love inside. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 

     Please visit the Calendar of Events on the home page of the 

website for information on summer classes on the Trinity.  The 

first Day of Pilgrimage was held on April 19 and 21 local Cath-

olics attended.  It was very successful, and a joyful promise of 

future graces.  I received this from Jan and Earl Baumgarten of 

New Meadows, ID:  
     “Dear Sister,  We just wanted to let you know how much we benefitted 

from the retreat last week.  As often and as long as we’ve honored and 

learned about the Blessed Mother, there is always another layer to her yet to 

be delightfully discovered.  It was a wonderful way to spend the day and we 

went away knowing that what we gained from the experience will be with us 

always…We certainly hope to be a part of some of your future retreats!” 
     From April 23-30, two priests from the Seattle Archdiocese 

were here on retreat.  If you are interested in a private retreat 

with the possibility of daily Mass, let me know and I will inform 

you when a priest is scheduled to be at Marymount Hermitage. 

Prayers requested for the Jack Roberts family.  

Keenan Roberts and Chris Dion, a co-worker, 

were critically injured in a construction acci-

dent recently.  Jack and McCabe Roberts need 

prayers also for the trauma of this sad event.  

These men worked on Mercy House last year. 


