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By Father Joseph Lustig 
     I first visited Marymount Hermitage about a year 

ago while serving as a transitional deacon in the par-

ishes of the Weiser River Valley.  After that visit I 

was sure that I wanted to make Marymount one of 

my "go to" places for priest-

ly retreats or days of recol-

lection. So then, when it 

came time to make my pre-

ordination retreat in prepa-

ration for my priestly ordi-

nation, I set aside five days 

under the protection of our 

Blessed Mother at Mary-

mount Hermitage. Thanks 

to the guidance and support 

of Sister M. Beverly, my  

retreat director, Father 

Camilo Garcia, and the lo-

cal “Marymountaineers”, I 

had a fruitful and memora-

ble retreat experience.   

     One of my favorite 

moments throughout 

those days of prayer was 

spending time in Eucha-

ristic Adoration in the 

chapel of Our Father's 

House. I was able to 

RETREAT BEFORE PRIESTHOOD 

Continued on page 2 

place myself beside our 

Blessed Lord in the Holy Eu-

charist and spend ample time 

with Him, who continually 

cries out to us from within 

the walls of all the tabernac-

les throughout the world in-

viting us into a deeper rela-

tionship with Him through 

His sacramental presence. In 

my preparation for priestly 

ordination, I gave our Lord 

thanks for calling 

me to be His priest, 

for answering my 

life desires, and I 

consecrated my life 

to Christ through 

His Blessed Mother 

in service to the 

people of God. 

     Marymount is a  

sacred place.  I hope to support it continually and visit 

often as I begin my priestly ministry throughout Idaho 

in the Diocese of Boise. It is 

a place of prayer, study, 

rest, and beauty, something 

that is very much needed in 

each of our lives amidst the 

confusion and rush of this 

world. May God bless Sis-

ter M. Beverly, her benefac-

tors and the ministry of 

Marymount Hermitage. 
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November 14-16, 2017 

     You see that little town 

that rests below?  [Council]  

I grew up there.  And after so 

long—now that I’m twenty-

five—I have had the blessing 

of staying in this hermitage 

[House of His Name].  I’ve 

received so many graces.  As 

I looked through the pictures 

of the Marymount Hermitage 

book, I felt I had picked the 

wrong time of year to come, 

but fall is not a time of dead 

plants, it is a time of rest, and 

my soul rests in you, Oh 

Lord!  I will come back 

again!   

    Thank you, Sister Beverly. 

Sandra M. 

St. Bridget of Kildare parish 

Nyssa, Oregon 

 

March 9-11, 2018 

Dear Sister M. Beverly, 

Thank you!  What a beautiful 

blessing you are and your 

Hermitage!  Amazing!!   

Thanks be to God! 

Cory L. 

Meridian, ID 

 

March 9-11, 2018 

     Before coming up here my mind was so scattered.  

As I spent two days in quiet prayer, contemplation 

and reading, the Lord quieted my heart and mind.  I 

am so thankful for the blessings of Marymount and 

Sister Beverly.  My husband and I were welcomed 

with so much love and peace.  I pray I may take that 

back with me and exercise silence and peace in my 

life. 

Amy L. 

Meridian, ID 

 

April 23-30, 2018 

Dear Sister Mary Beverly and Sister Rebecca Mary, 

Thank you for your vocation and saying “Yes” to  

Jesus in entering this desert to be with Him.  I  

received much rest and several breakthrough experi-

ences of Christ’s personal desire for communion with 

me in my life.  I plan/hope to return here in God’s 

time. 

Father Mel Strazicich 

St. Mary’s parish,  

Anacortes, WA and  

St. Paul, Swinomish  

Reservation, WA 

 

April 23-30, 2018 

     “His mercy endures 

forever!”  What a grace 

to spend a moment here 

as Spring springs from the heart of God.  Always 

amazing!  Thank you, Sister, for your perseverance in 

grace for the sake of our Church.  Keep praying...the 

best is yet to come! 

Peace in Christ, 

Father Edward W. 

St. Stephen the Martyr parish, Renton, WA 

 

April 30-May 7, 2018 

     Blessings on Sister Beverly and the ministry at 

Marymount.  I experienced “a little bit of heaven”!  

The green hills dotted with yellow and purple flowers 

and Creator God’s Presence everywhere, even in the 

strong winds on the evening of May 4th!  Jesus was 

Present in the Scriptures and Eucharist and in the si-

lence.  The Holy Spirit gifted me with insights into 

community and ministry.  I return to the Sisters of St. 

Mary refreshed and with a heart filled with gratitude. 

Sister Josephine P., SSMO 

St. Mary of the Valley,  Beaverton, Oregon 

 

May 20-23, 2018 

     The stillness and quiet of this place lets me hear 

and see and know.  Our world could use more quiet  

places.  Thank you, Sister Beverly.  God bless you 

always. 

Michelle W.      

Grangeville, ID 
Continued on page 3 

RETREATANTS WRITE... 

Sister M. Beverly & Sandra 

in front of the Cathedral of 

St. Francis de Sales in 

Baker City, OR. 

Father Mel and Father Ed after 

Mass at Marymount in April. 
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RETREATANTS WRITE… 

(Continued from page two) 
By Sister Mary Beverly 

AN HISTORIC DAY & 

MEETING:  When 

Marymount was found-

ed in October, 1983, 

Bishop Treinen asked us 

to make prayers for 

priestly vocations a pri-

ority, which Sister Re-

becca Mary and I have  

been happy to do.  This month the Lord gave us a special 

gift related to that prayerful priority of many years.  The 

story begins in May, 1993, when transitional Deacon Bill 

McCann asked to make his canonical retreat before priest-

ly ordination for a month at Marymount.  Father Bill was 

ordained Feb. 26, 1994 for the Diocese of Las Cruces, NM 

and has been our staunch supporter and close friend.   

     Fast forward to when transitional Deacon Joseph  

Lustig asked to make his canonical retreat here in May 

before priestly ordination—of course I was delighted.  

This was the first time a man to be ordained for the Dio-

cese of Boise had asked to come.  Fr. Joseph tells of his 

retreat in the featured article on page one.  He was  

ordained at St. John’s 

Cathedral in Boise by 

Bishop Peter Christen-

sen on June 7, 2018.   

     As promised, our 

new Father Joseph re-

turned to Marymount in 

early July to offer his 

first Mass here.  But 

guess who also hap-

pened to be here for his annual visit and retreat?  Father 

Bill McCann!  So these two priests, separated by years but 

joined by the Spirit, by their canonical retreats and by 

their dedication to Marymount Hermitage, concelebrated 

Mass together in our chapel on July 2, 2018.  An historic 

day, and one of great joy and gratitude!  I think Bishop 

Treinen was smiling from his place with God in eternity. 

SHRINE TO THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS:  As 

mentioned in the June newsletter, our 

local stone mason (who wishes to re-

main anonymous) completed the 

shrine at the center edge of the patio 

of Mercy House.  Come and see it. 

PRIVATE RETREATS:  The sum-

mer and fall seasons still have open-

ings when hermitages are available.  

Call or email me.  God bless you! 

May 20-25, 2018 

     Just as scales and 

measuring tools need re

-calibrating and musical 

instruments need tun-

ing, we all need a spir-

itual “tune-up” more 

frequently than most 

people think!  I treasure 

these days at Mary-

mount because they af-

ford me the opportunity 

to re-set my sight on 

“true north”.  These are 

days of renewal, reform and rejuvenation—and a 

good “kick in the seat” from the Good Lord, who 

invites me to so much more than I usually settle 

for.  Thank you, Sister M. Beverly, for all!  

Blessing on you and all the “Marymountaineers”! 

Father Kenny S. 

Immaculate Conception Parish 

Colville, WA  (Diocese of Spokane) 

 

June 8-15, 2018 

     How wonderful to be back at Marymount 

Hermitage again!  As always, I have been 

blessed beyond what I could have hoped or  

imagined.  The truly amazing thing is how all the 

books I randomly (not quite, but almost) pick 

out, all the readings, the Psalms, even the hymns 

work together with the land and sky, wind and 

rain to speak the perfect message that I need to 

hear. 

     “O Jesus, I surrender myself to you;  

 take care of everything.” 

Suzanne S. 

Boise, ID 

COMMUNITY NEWS 


