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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
     “Mary’s love offers one of the best images of 

what God’s love is like—unconditional, healing, safe 

and deeply personal.”  (Carrie Gress, The Anti-Mary Exposed) 

Studying, meditating upon, getting to know Mary 

helps us to love her more.  Our love for her enables 

us to open our hearts, minds and lives to her motherly 

influence.  The Church dedicates May to the Mother 

of God.  It is fitting that, even in the secular world, 

May has a day dedicated to remembering and appre-

ciating our mothers.  So the month of May at Mary-

mount Hermitage this year has been dedicated to 

honoring and embracing our heavenly mother, Mary. 

     To honor Glenda Frei on the occasion of her birth-

day, five of the Frei family women came on retreat 

together May 3 & 4.  The group included Glenda’s 

three daughters and sister-in-law.  They were able to 

pray, eat and work together during this beautiful 

spring season on the mesa.  Since they were the only 

guests here that weekend, they had the use of Mercy 

House as their “home base” but had individual her-

mitages for overnight.  At their request, they spent 

about 2 hours on Saturday morning helping me pick 

wildflowers: serviceberry blossoms and desert phlox. 

     Jana Frei’s note to me on May 9 sums up nicely 

how much the women enjoyed their time here: 

MAY: THE MONTH OF MARY 
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From L to R: 

Shelly 

Dempsey, 

Colleen 

Chmelik, 

Kim Frei, 

Glenda 

Frei, SMB 

and Jana 

Frei. 

     All of us had such a great time last weekend that we 

didn’t really want to go home!  So beautiful there at 

the Hermitage and so peaceful...I have already used 

two of the beautiful cards I purchased from you.   

People love getting them.  Now I really appreciate 

how much work goes into each card.  I really enjoyed  

helping you gather some wild flowers.   

     Take care, Sister, and God bless...Love, Jana 

     Father Camilo Garcia is pastor of Corpus Christi  

Parish in Fruitland, ID.  As in previous years, Father 

brought his people on pilgrimage to Marymount Her-

mitage.  He chose May 7 which is Mother’s Day in 

Mexico.  The Mass was offered for all mothers and we 

sang Marian hymns.  Linda and Liland Hartman were 

celebrating his entrance into the Catholic Church at 

Easter.  I thank Linda for her many lovely photos. 

The arrowleaf balsamroot, with its golden daisy-like blossoms, 

covers the hills this time of year.  The snow-capped mountains 

make the scenes around Marymount Hermitage truly awesome.  

[Photo of Mt. Council taken by Linda Hartman on May 7, 2019.] 



 

Page 2 

The MARYMOUNT HERMITAGE NEWSLETTER is published by Marymount Hermitage, Inc., a non–profit, tax-exempt corpora-

tion in the State of Idaho.  The Hermit Sisters of Mary are a canonically approved, Catholic community of women hermits, following 

the Rule of St. Benedict.  The newsletter is published each month by the 15th on our website only.  The purpose of the newsletter is 

to share the spirituality and material progress of Marymount Hermitage.  Please pray that we may be faithful to our way of life in 

prayer and penance, solitude and silence for the sake of the Church and the world.  Donations are sincerely appreciated and are tax-

deductible.  Thank you in advance to those who have remembered Marymount Hermitage in their wills.  God bless you! 

“Icons: A Way to Pray.”  The date is the First Satur-

day, May 2, 2020.  Reserve this date! 

     Thanks to his generous and gracious spirit, Father 

Anish Phillip offered to say Mass for us at midday for 

the pilgrimage.  Father is the pastor of St. Bridget of 

Kildare parish in Nyssa, Oregon located in the Dio-

cese of Baker.  Father’s homily was a deep theologi-

cal reflection on the Eucharist, sincerely appreciated 

by all.  After Jesus fed us from his altar, a local Mexi-

can restaurant provided us a delicious lunch in Mercy 

House for which Father Anish joined us.  He happily 

promised to come again!    
 [Photo below by Helen Glidden]   

 

 

 

     Marymount Hermitage was privileged to be able 

to host iconographer, Nancy VanDyken, for another 

Day of Pilgrimage this year on May 10.  The topic 

was “An Iconographer Looks at Our Lady of Guada-

lupe”.  Last year at her iconography class, Nancy had 

mentioned that, as an iconographer, she sees elements 

of a traditional icon in the image of Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe.  Her two classes this year helped us to see 

what she meant.  It is a fascinating study!  We plan to 

have Nancy return again in 2020.  The topic will be: 
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Chapel 

in 

spring.  

 
[Photo 

by  

Linda 

Hartman 

on  

5/7/19.] 

Father Camilo Garcia, pastor of Corpus Christi Parish, after 

Mass for the parish pilgrimage.  [Photo by Linda Hartman] 

Nancy VanDyken, iconographer, teaching on May 10, 2019 in 

Mercy House at Marymount.  [Photo by Helen Glidden] 

The 25 pilgrims 

on May 10 were 

from Riggins, 

McCall, Council, 

Mesa, Emmett, 

Caldwell, Boise 

and Ohio.  Helen 

Glidden (first at 

right in photo at 

left) set the  

camera for this 

“selfie”! 

Father 

Anish is 

wearing 

the special 

Our Lady 

of Guada-

lupe vest-

ment for 

Mass. 

Cont. on pg. 3 
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By Sister M. Beverly, HSM   
Chapel Electrical Installation:  I am still waiting for 

Idaho Power to inform me about the cost for their 

work.  After I pay up front, they will begin work 

three weeks later.  So far it looks like construction 

will begin in mid-June.  Let’s ask the intercession of 

St. Joseph for this project: sufficient funds, timely 

scheduling and its safe and successful conclusion.  

Including a bid from the local electrical company 

which will have work to do also, I estimate that the 

total cost could be $13,000.  I sincerely thank those 

who have contributed to the construction fund! 

Donations:  I hired Rafael Meza of Council, ID to 

repair the barbed wire fence encircling the 100 acres 

that comprises the property of Marymount Hermit-

age.  This is an annual chore for him.  When I asked 

Rafael what I owed him, he said, “Nothing.”  Be-

cause most of us have never done fencing, it is hard 

to imagine what a gift this is!  Rafael did warn me 

however, that next year he will have to replace many 

of the original fence posts.  After well over 20 years, 

they are rotting and unstable.  A project for 2020. 

     Geneva and Doug Wood of Council, ID donated a 

used, but very nice and serviceable recliner chair.  

Now if your Marymount retreat takes place in Saint 

Francis hermitage, you will be able to enjoy it your-

self.  Retreat reservations anyone? 

Retreatants:  This month, I have had a larger than 

usual number of retreatants.  They are coming from 

all over: Boise, ID; Seattle, WA; Las Cruces, NM; 

and Litchfield Park, AZ, some staying for a week. 

Day of Pilgrimage May 31:  “Our Lady of Fatima 

Speaks to Us” will be the topic for this day of prayer 

and study led by Father Tom Loucks of Boise.  The 

Calendar of Events on the website has more details. 
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It is traditional in 

Mexico to bring 

roses for Our  

Lady of Guada-

lupe on her feast 

day, Dec. 12.   

I bought and  

arranged roses for 

the front of the  

altar for the  

pilgrimage  

dedicated to her. 

Wildflowers and wild life:  Everyone is enjoying the 

abundant wildflowers this year.  Even the trees are 

flowering: hawthorn, serviceberry, elderberry, choke- 

cherry.  The beauty of creation, a reflection of the 

Creator, does truly lift our hearts and mind to Him. 

Personnel change:  My friend, Sherry Moore, for-

merly of Mesa but now of Weiser, ID recently had to 

resign as my cleaning lady.  Sherry loved working 

here, in addition to her full time work at the Weiser 

hospital, because it was like a retreat day for her once 

or twice a month.  She has worked for me for over 22 

years and has become like a sister to me.  I trusted her 

with whatever needed to be done.  She also helped me 

keep track of the supplies needed and repairs to the 

buildings.  Ron, her husband, also used to help me 

with maintenance chores.  I will really miss both of 

them.  Prayers please for them and their family.   

     The Lord is good in sending me another new 

friend.  Dolores Meza of Council, ID, wife of previ-

ously mentioned Rafael, is willing to help me with 

cleaning.  My Spanish is very limited and her English 

is about the same, so we are a pair!  Yesterday as we 

were cleaning the chapel together,  I shook out onto 

the floor from my dusting rag a pile of dead bugs.  I 

pointed to it and said “bugs”.  I was indicating with 

my hand gesture for her to vacuum them up.  In her 

sweet accented voice, she said, “Today I learn 

‘bugs’.”  Please remember us in your prayers. 

Gift Shop: Since I am not doing any parish sales this 

year, please visit the website to order handmade gifts.  

Thank you! 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

The usual herd 

of mule deer 

has returned.  

The does will 

have their 

fawns at the 

end of May or 

early June.  We 

always have 

some twins.  

What fun! 

MEMORIALS 
Arlyne Kay Keeler Koehler 

by Arlie Hixson 

 

Rosemary Nourse Williams 
by Arlie Hixson 

and 

Rich & Marne Sieber & family 


