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     Joe Nygard just finished his Boy Scout 

Eagle project at Marymount Hermitage.  

The project involved the installation of the 

Stations of the Cross on the hillside sur-

rounding the Hermitage.  On paper, the 

project was a pretty straight forward job.  

As the project came to fruition, it became 

abundantly clear that it was really the result 

of God’s divine plan, and an answer to the 

prayers of numerous, unrelated faithful. 

     The Stations:  The Stations themselves 

were previously displayed in McCall, ID 

on a prayer path created by Dr. Thomas 

and Leora Tilden.  The Tildens had a small 

chapel on their property.  They became 

aware that Father Fraser in McCall had a 

set of Stations no longer being used in a 

worship space.  They acquired the Stations 

from Father and, with some tender loving 

care, restored them.  Wishing to display 

them outdoors, they built a small shelter 

around each station and then created a 

prayer path through the woods near the 

chapel on their property.  The Stations 

were displayed along the path and were 

available to prayer groups.  Years later, the 

Tildens decided to sell the property.  Con-

cerned the new owners might not continue 

to make the Stations available to the public 

or maintain them as they deserved, the  

Tildens removed the Stations, hoping to 

someday have them displayed again in a 

public space where they could be used by 

the faithful. 
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The first post for the Stations was 

installed just beyond the patio behind 

the statue of the Sacred Heart of  

Jesus.  The men worked on June 5. 

The posts are about the same distance 

from each other and the next one can 

be seen from where you are standing.   

However, some day someone else’s 

project will be clearing walking trails 

and installing logs for benches.  Each 

station’s location invites a time for 

meditation and appreciation of the 

desert/mountain scene. 

The auger was a three-man job for 

sure!  Seen above: Joe Nygard, Der-

rick O’Neill, and Dad: Dean Nygard.  

The men took turns using the “clam 

shell” tool for digging out the dirt 

from the hole.  The men were grateful 

that they had brought every possible 

tool they would need except one 

loaned by Mike Nourse: a long, heavy-

duty crow bar for dislodging rocks. 
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     Enter Sister Beverly Greger:  If you 

have never been to Marymount Hermitage 

in Mesa, Idaho, you are missing out.  The 

Hermitage is maintained by Sister Beverly 

and is a unique spot for contemplative 

prayer and worship.  Beautifully nestled in 

between Council and Cambridge, the Her-

mitage has a wonderful Chapel, Mercy 

House (library and house of hospitality) 

and several small cabins where guests can 

stay and connect with their faith in a deep 

and meaningful way.  The property sur-

rounding the Hermitage is breath-taking 

and provides the perfect complement to a 

prayerful outdoor experience like the Sta-

tions of the Cross.  Unfortunately, Mary-

mount didn’t have any outdoor Stations. 

     Enter Joe Nygard:  Joe is a Boy Scout 

with Troop 100 in Boise.  Joe is also the 

grandson of Barbara Hamlin, who faithful-

ly attended Mass every morning at St. 

John’s Cathedral in Boise.  When Joe and 

his three siblings were young, Barbara 

would bring them all to Mass with her dur-

ing the summer.  She shared her spirituality 

with them and they all continued to grow 

in their Catholic faith.  Sadly, Barbara 

passed away on December 27th, 2018.  Her 

funeral service was beautiful.  In visiting 

with the family following the service, the 

issue of Joe’s progress as a Boy Scout 

came up.  Joe was lamenting the fact that 

his planned Eagle project had just fallen 

through and he was searching for a new 

opportunity.        

     Coming together to celebrate the life of 

Jesus:   When the Tildens learned about 

Marymount Hermitage, they quickly real-

ized it would be the perfect place for the 

Stations to be installed.  Sister Beverly gra-

ciously welcomed the idea and a plan be-

gan to take shape.  The obvious impedi-

ments were how to get the Stations all the 
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The back of Mercy House seen from 

the furthest Station post.  The hike will 

not be possible for anyone who is 

handicapped, but it will be an adven-

ture of discovery for able walkers. 

Derrick O’Neill and Joe Nygard 

mounted the Stations while stalwart 

Dean Nygard carried them individual-

ly, from the truck parked in front of 

Mercy House, to behind the building 

where the posts were installed.   

Chapel seen in photo behind Joe. 
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way to the Hermitage, and where to find the 

labor that would be required to set posts into 

the rocky soil of Marymount. While wres-

tling with those logistics, in stepped Joe  

Nygard, the grandson of one of St. John’s 

most faithful parishioners and a Boy Scout 

looking for an Eagle project.  Upon hearing 

about the opportunity at his grandmother’s 

service, Joe quickly embraced the project 

and began plans to complete the installation.       

     The Day:  Finally, on a hot June day, Joe 

and his small crew made the trip to Mary-

mount with shovels, augers, seven hundred 

pounds of lumber, the Stations and a joyful 

spirit.   After walking the area behind Mercy 

House with Sister Beverly, they began to 

visualize where each Station would be 

placed.  Unfortunately, mother earth wasn’t 

always cooperative and several of the sites 

presented challenges.  Digging in the rocky 

soil was difficult and taxing.  The effort was 

filled with prayers to St. Joseph the worker 

and our Mother Mary, prayers that were 

generously heard as the crew found the 

strength to continue through the difficult 

installation.  Fueled with prayer and  

delicious sandwiches from Sister Beverly, 

Joe and his crew persevered.  Over the 

course of the next nine hours, they exhaust-

ed every ounce of energy installing the 

fourteen pressure-treated posts necessary to 

display the Stations. 

     The Result:  The final result is beautiful 

and complements Marymount’s already in-

credible setting.   As the project neared 

completion, it became obvious to everyone 

that the union of the Tildens’ desire for a 

new home for the Stations, Joe’s need for an 

Eagle project, and Marymount’s idyllic set-

ting was more than just a serendipitous coin-

cidence.  It was an answer to the prayers of 

many different, unrelated people.  If you 

have never been to Marymount Hermitage, 

or if you haven’t been there for a while, 

please take the opportunity to enjoy the 

fruits of those prayers.  Enjoy the Stations  

in their beautiful surroundings, and spend a 

little time with Our Lord. 
Deacon Derrick serves at St. John’s Cathedral, Boise 
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By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 
Stations: Deacon Derrick’s article ex-

plains very well the Eagle Scout pro-

ject by Joe Nygard.  I sincerely thank 

the three men for their laborious and 

inspired donation. Booklets for making 

the Stations of the Cross are in Mercy 

House as you enter, in a basket to the 

right of the front door. 

Idaho Power Construction:  On June 

12, the new transformer and junction 

box which will service the chapel were 

installed.  The next stage of the con-

struction work will be done by Burke 

Electric of Payette, Idaho the week of 

July 8.  God bless those of you who 

are praying for the successful comple-

tion of this necessary work, and those 

who have sent generous donations to 

pay for this.  More details on stage two 

and stage three in future newsletters. 

Surgery:  I will have my second cata-

ract surgery on June 18.  Please pray 

for healing and quick recuperation for 

me.  Thank you sincerely.  I am not 

scheduling any work yet until I know 

how well and how soon I can see 

properly.  You will notice that nothing 

is scheduled on the Calendar of Events 

on the website. 

Summer Work:  Val Champion and 

her helper, Lenna, have almost com-

pleted painting the dark brown trim of 

the chapel.  More on this later. 

Retreatants:  Early summer is a  

beautiful time for retreat at Mary-

mount Hermitage.  I have had many 

retreatants here so far already  We are 

moving into summer with taller flow-

ers and grass.  I am still watching for, 

but not seeing any fawns.  A very large 

and old marmot was on the wood rack 

behind my house.  My kitchen window 

is ideal for watching wildlife, which I 

enjoy very much. 

Prayers:  You can always call 

208.256.4354 and ask for prayers for 

your special intentions.  June is the 

month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  

His Heart is a font of all we need. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Derrick O’Neill, Joe Nygard, 

Dean Nygard and project 

completed for a new Eagle 

Scout.  Thank you! 

Dad justly proud of his son!  

We all took lots of photos.  

All but #3 below were taken 

by Sister M. Beverly. 

Congratulations,  

Joe Nygard!   
The Marymountaineers for 

years to come will appreciate 

your work, dedication and 

generous donation. 
(Photo by Dean Nygard) 

Station I with XIV behind 


