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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
     This summer visitors and work overlapped in 

some ways.  Two women retreatants from July 15-17 

helped me with some necessary chores in the spirit of 

St. Benedict’s motto: “Prayer 

and Work/Ora et Labora.”   

Maryann Streeter did weed 

whacking around the entrance to 

her hermitage.  She also cleared 

a path to the little Marian shrine 

near her building and even found 

unusual rocks from the road with 

which to line the path.  Very  

creative and cute!   

     April Agenbroad helped me 

move shelves full of books in order to spread out the 

sections to accommodate 

new books.  We probably 

shifted about a quarter of 

the total books in the li-

brary.  Future retreatants 

and visitors will benefit 

from this work, as will my 

diligent librarian, Ceara 

Nourse.   

     I thank Mike Nourse 

for the weed whacking and 

mowing he did behind my 

house earlier this summer. 

     On Monday July 22, the Knights of Columbus 

from St. Agnes Parish in Weiser came to work.  A 

crew of 8 men came with very efficient equipment to 

do the large mowing and weed whacking along the 

road and lanes, and around propane tanks and build-

ings.  I am so grateful for their generous donation as 
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we enter the 

dangerous 

summer fire 

season.  God 

bless Brian 

Compton, 

Kent Chat-

terton, Doug 

Karel, Steve 

Kiser, Virgil 

Leedy, Jim 

Reed, Marshal Taylor, and Dan Zeller.  We have all 

become friends after the many years they have 

worked here in various capacities. 

     On August 6 & 7, 

the long-awaited local 

electrical company, 

Burke Electric from Payette, Idaho, was finally able 

to work on the chapel installation.  However our 

chapel still does not have power because the last 

stage of the work mandates first an electrical inspec-

tion scheduled for Aug. 13, then  Idaho Power must 

The road to St. Francis hermitage 

was overgrown by tall chicory 

plants with their distinctive blue 

flowers.  The same road above 

after mowing.  Parking a car with 

a hot motor on tall weeds equals 

range fires.  The beautiful has to 

be sacrificed for the safe way. 
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return to install the new meter on the west wall of 

chapel.  Ideally, Burke Electric will be here also to 

connect the new cable to the panel box on the inside 

of the wall and disconnect the old cable bringing tem-

porary power from my house.  I will have photos of 

all this when the job is finished.  Please continue your 

prayers for the successful conclusion of this necessary 

project.  I also appreciate those who have generously 

contributed to the fund for payment of this large con-

struction bill.   

     Father Rob Cook, pastor of Sacred Heart parish in 

Boise, had given me two possible dates for their an-

nual staff mini-retreat at Marymount Hermitage.  One 

was in July, the other in August.  Since Burke Elec-

tric was originally scheduled to work here in early 

July, I chose the August date for their retreat.  Imag-

ine my chagrin 

as we tried to 

have a silent 

retreat and pray 

seriously in the 

midst of con-

struction noise. 

Father Rob 

Cook and his 

staff of seven 

were here on 

Aug. 7, but they all assured me they had a great time, 

were able to pray, and did not mind the open trench 

across the road nor the presence of workmen.  I loved 

their individual comments about the unusual sounds 

and sights they enjoyed while they were walking 

around or sitting outside for prayer: the wind in the 

large pine tree near chapel which Father Rob called 

“the ocean tree”, 

the very tall sun-

flowers swaying 

in the breeze,  the 

rustling of the dry 

leaves, the sound 

of grasshoppers 

jumping in the 

dry grasses, the 
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lone doe browsing near the library windows, the  

dramatic white clouds in an azure blue sky reminding 

us of heaven.  This year the teaching was on medita-

tion and lectio divina: praying with Scripture. 

     It is so rare for me to 

receive visits from family 

members that I share this 

historic event with joy and 

appreciation.  My cousins, 

Jim and Mary Sukup from 

Indiana, were here from 

the evening of August 5 to 

the morning of August 7.  

Jim’s grandfather and my 

grandfather were Greger 

brothers.  Jim’s mother’s 

maiden name was Janet 

Greger.  Jim’s parents, Janet and John Sukup, used to 

visit me on their drives across country in their small 

motor home.  His parents are gone now, but Jim and 

his wife are keeping the family tradition alive.   

     Right after Lauds and 

breakfast on August 6, 

their only full day here, 

Jim asked me, “So what 

work can I help you 

with while I am here?” 

     Because of the trench 

across the road leading 

up the hill to the three her-

mitages, I was not able to 

have him work on one really 

necessary house repair.  So I 

felt inspired to ask if he and 

Mary wanted to help me 

hang pictures in Mercy 

House.  They readily agreed 

and we had a wonderful 

hour or two in that beautiful 

building completing that 

chore.  I am so pleased with 

the results.  Upon your next 
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visit to Marymount Hermitage, you can see the lovely 

images for yourself in the kitchen. 

     Imagine my surprise on the afternoon of August 6 

when I opened up my email program and read this 

note from “Elizabeth”:  My precious grandson is 

working at your property today...digging a trench and 

laying [electrical] lines for service.  Pray for him to 

be safe as he works and as he returns home to  

Ontario [Oregon].  Thank you...Taylor’s Gramma Liz   

     I printed off her note and showed it to the young-

est, newest man on the Burke Electric crew, Taylor.  

He chuckled and could not have been more pleased.  

He said he had been telling his grandmother where he 

was and what he was doing each day.  Elizabeth evi-

dently looked up Marymount Hermitage on-line and 

decided to ask me for prayers.  So sweet.  When I 

wrote her back, I reminded her that her prayers were 

the most powerful because she loves her grandson so 

much.  It is love that makes prayers powerful.  You 

see what I mean about work and friends coming to-

gether in unexpected ways! 

     I thought to entitle this article “Summer Work & 

Visitors”, but I did not want to give the impression 

that I was saying visitors cause me extra work.  Quite 

the contrary, as you can see.  I hope you enjoyed the 

“Summer Doings” which gives you a small window 

into my life these days.  God is good!  By September, 

I should be able to report on my own summer work. 
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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
Memorial:  On July 14, very unexpectedly while he 

was working in the yard of St. Jude’s mission church 

in Council, Idaho, my friend and benefactor, David  

Canterberry, suddenly died.  Dave came into the Cath-

olic Church only two years ago and still had that 

transcendent glow and happiness on his face.  He had 

recently retired from being a haz-mat, long distance 

truck driver in a team with his wife, Janice.  She was 

driving in the Midwest when this 

event occurred.  Prayers please for 

Janice and her family at this tragic 

loss, and for the repose of the soul 

of her beloved husband.  Dave had 

installed the new rope for the bell 

tower at Marymount in 2016 and 

now when I ring the Angelus, I re-

member him.  His goodness lingers. 

Prayers Answered:  Thank you to so many of you 

who prayed for me and have asked how my eyes are 

after the last surgery in June.  My eyes are very well 

healed, and with new glasses I can now see perfectly.  

I am very grateful.  So many of the jobs I could not 

do, like sewing, I can do again with clarity and com-

fort.  God is good! 

Correspondence:  

From a hermitage guest book...   

August 5-7, 2019 

Dear Sister Beverly, 

     Thank you for a wonderful visit.  So much has 

changed since our last visit 11 years ago.  We are so 

impressed with the beautiful Mercy House.  The  

library and space for workshops is so ideal.  The view 

from the windows is so beautiful and lends to such a 

prayerful atmosphere.   

     God has blessed this wonderful place.  You make it 

so inviting: “All are Welcome!” 

     We so enjoyed praying with you and sharing meals 

and stories.  We hope to see you in Indiana! 

     Love, your cousins, 

     Jim and Mary Sukup from Indianapolis, IN 

 

By e-mail on July 8, 2019: 

Thank you for the great day of teaching and prayer.  

It is always nice to visit Marymount (even though it 

isn’t too often or for very long). 

It was a blessing. 

Father Rob Cook 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

     In the Mercy House kitchen, Jim Sukup installed (see page 2, 

column 2)  an icon of Mother Teresa of Calcutta over the refriger-

ator, and a photo over the kitchen door of Bishop Peter Chris-

tensen blessing a homeless man in the foyer of the Cathedral.  

The three photos shown above grace one wall.  They show  

Bishop Peter (center) after the Dedication Mass for Mercy House, 

(to the left) after the June 2019 Ordination Mass for Father John 

Mosier, and (to the right) after the June 2018 Ordination Mass for 

Father Joseph Lustig and Father Nathan Dail.   

     Bishop Treinen, our founding bishop, asked us to make holy  

priestly vocations for the Diocese of Boise the main focus of our 

prayers and sacrifices.  Sister Rebecca Mary and I have been 

happy and honored to do so for almost 40 years now. 


