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2/22/2019  Dawn on Cuddy Mt.  

with St. Helen’s hermitage in the 

foreground, amid winter snow. 

4/11/2019  Western sun over the 

valley below Cuddy Mt. and St. 

Helen’s hermitage, with spring 

green grass. 

4/23/2019  Late evening looking 

west to Cuddy Mt. behind St. 

Helen’s hermitage. 

4/30/2019  Day time sunlight. 

6/12/2019  Idaho Power begins 

construction for new electrical 

installation to the chapel.  Above, 

the men opening the trench with 

the main electric cable. 

Installation of new transformer 

and junction box for the chapel. 

     PROLOGUE:  Jesus said, “I am the Light of 

the world.” (Jn. 8:12)  We are drawn to light, both 

naturally and supernaturally.  In the created 

world, we enjoy the beauty of sunlight in the vari-

ous phases of the day: dawn, day time, and sun-

set.  Each phase has its own beauty and signifi-

cance.  Light means life to plants and vision to 

the human eye.  Gone are the pioneer days when 

people could only read well in daylight.  With the 

advent of electrical lights, good vision for reading 

is now possible even in the darkest night.  I have 

had long meditations on light and the modern 

conveniences which electricity provides. 

     THE PROBLEM:  On March 9, early in the 

morning before sunrise, I went into the chapel to 

pray.  When I turned on the indirect lights on the 

side walls, I noticed that the lights only came on 

very dimly.  “That cannot be good,” was my first 

thought.  When I investigated further and tried to 

turn on the overhead lights, none of the six 

switches produced anything.  “This is really bad,” 

was my second thought.  Since this was a Satur-

day morning, and calling an electrical company 

was not an option, I waited to see what would 

happen on Sunday morning.  By then there was 

no electricity to the building.  Now I had a real 

emergency because this was March when we 

were still in the midst of winter and overnight 

temperatures were in the teens.  I could not afford 

to have the chapel freeze for lack of heat from the 

furnace.  The furnace is propane, but has an elec-

tric ignition switch in order to power up.  I had to 

depend on the charity of a local electrician who is 

retired.   

     THE TEMPORARY FIX:  Mr. Addington 
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6/12/2019  New transformer 

(above), and new junction box 

(open below) will service the 

chapel.  Mt. Council seen in back-

ground to the northeast. 

8/7/2019  Burke Electric from 

Payette, Idaho arrives to begin 

trenching from the new trans-

former to where the meter will be 

installed on the west wall of the 

chapel.  Since I had had new 

gravel installed on the road up 

the hill past the chapel, I was 

very gratified that the gravel was 

properly removed and, when the 

trench was re-filled, the gravel 

and road were perfectly restored. 

The new trench is short, but took 

the better part of two days to dig 

because in August, the red clay is 

so hard.  The presence of the main 

water line, required that some of 

the trench be dug by hand. 

8/19/2019  Idaho Power returned 

to install the cable from the new 

meter at the chapel, to the new 

transformer across the road. 

the construction were present: 

Burke Electric to install the meter; 

Idaho Power to make the connec-

tion; and Nate, the State of Idaho 

electrical inspector, to verify that 

everything had been done to code 

and passed inspection.  Deo Gratias! 

8/19/2019  

On this final 

work day, all 

three entities 

involved in 

from Council came and investigated.  He deter-

mined that there was power at the meter, but no 

power at all in the chapel.  He assumed a critter 

had chewed the wire.  On an emergency basis, 

Mr. Addington installed an enormous cable from 

the breaker box in my house to the breaker box in 

the chapel.  He called it a temporary “patch” 

which only powered the lights and the furnace 

ignition.  I called it a needed “nuisance”! 

     THE SAGA BEGINS:  I called Idaho Power 

Company to request a new electrical installation 

and meter for the chapel.  Because the Boise area 

in particular and Idaho in general are experienc-

ing so many people moving into the area, all con-

struction companies and tradesmen are maxed 

out.  It took 3 weeks for the Idaho Power engi-

neer to come and map out the needed work.  It 

was another 6 weeks to get their design plan and 

bid for their portion of the work.  After I paid 

Idaho Power, the first construction crew arrived 

to begin their work about 3 weeks later. 

     PHASE TWO:  Burke Electric had their part 

in the construction project.  Marymount Her-

mitage, as the owner, is responsible for the cost 

of the work and materials from the Idaho Power 

transformer to the chapel where the meter was to 

be installed, as well as the electrical lines in the 

interior of the building.  It was 8 weeks before 

Burke Electric could come for their work, which 

took four days to complete.   

     THE SAGA CONCLUDES:  Finally, the 

long, slow saga of the chapel electricity was com-

plete on August 19.  My original call to Idaho 

Power Co. had been on March 19, the feast of St. 

Joseph.  Many prayers were said by my neigh-

bors, friends, retreatants, supporters and me to St. 

Joseph, who is my right hand man for all work 

projects.  I always ask that the men be safe and 

the work be successful, for the glory of God and 

for our good.  I sincerely thank the many who  

prayed faithfully, who were interested in and 

asked about the progress of the work over these 

past five months; and those who generously do-

nated to help pay for this necessary  
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construction work.  It is a wonderful luxury to be 

able to do chapel laundry there again and to have the 

use of the washer, dryer, iron, and hot water tank. 

     THE COST:  The first payment to Idaho Power 

was $5,707.  There will be an additional cost added 

to the first month’s electric bill to pay for the cable 

from the new transformer to the chapel meter.  (No 

estimate was given for this portion of the work.)  The 

payment to Burke Electric for their work was $5,150.  

(This amount includes a discount of $350.)  So the 

sub-total to date is $10,857. 

     EPILOGUE:  Because the chapel is half under-

ground, with fill dirt along the side walls, some fill 

from the west side needed to be removed because of 

a height requirement for the meter.  (See photo to right.) 

Now half of the west 

wall is bare concrete 

with foam insulation 

lining it.  Very un-

sightly.  I have asked 

my friend, the local 

stonemason, (who 

wishes to remain 

anonymous), to use the 

left over stones from 

the Mercy House fire-

place and outside pil-

lars to finish the chapel 

wall. I expect this work 

to be done in the next 

month.  The new west 

wall will match the ex-

terior of the front en-

trance to the chapel. 
Icon from “Monastery 

Icons”; gift of Ellen Pip-

er. 
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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
QUOTE:  As I write this today on September 5, it is 

the feast day of one of our newest Saints, Mother Te-

resa of Calcutta.  She was canonized by Pope Francis 

on Sept. 4, 2016, the Great Jubilee Year of Mercy.  

May Mother Teresa pray for us that we too, like her, 

may radiate the Light of Jesus to all in our lives. 

VISITS:  The lights in chapel went out just days be-

fore I was to visit Sister Rebecca Mary who now lives 

at St. Mary of the Valley convent in Beaverton, Ore-

gon.  I am pleased how often people remember her 

wise words, and ask how she is doing.  Her health is 

fairly stable and she continues to pray for Marymount 

Hermitage and all our benefactors and intentions, es-

pecially those of our Bishop Peter Christensen.  I will 

be with Sister Rebecca Mary to help her celebrate her 

feast day, the Exultation of the Cross on September 

14.  On Sept. 30, Sister turns 87.  You may send cards 

and greetings to her at 4440 SW 148th Ave., Beaver-

ton, OR 97078.  She has no email.  Her phone number 

is 503.718.5077. (Daytime calls only.) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  I did not schedule any 

classes this summer due my cataract surgery and time 

for recuperation.  Now I am happy to announce that a 

series of three classes is planned for October 1, 8, and 

15 from 2-3 PM in Mercy House.  The classes will be 

on Scripture: what Catholics believe about revelation, 

Bible basics, and how to read, understand and pray 

with Sacred Scripture.  The series will be an extended 

study of Dei Verbum/The Word of God, one of the 

major Vatican II Council documents.  The study will 

be supplemented by the teachings of Pope Benedict 

XVI in Verbum Domini/The Word of the Lord pub-

lished in November 2010.  Revelation is meant to re-

veal the mystery of God and his plan for us.  My job 

as a teacher is to open up these profound documents 

about our faith.  Join me, if you can, and extend this 

time of study with a time for retreat in the days before 

or after these classes. (More details on website Calendar.) 

HERMITAGE RETREAT:  Send me an email if 

you are planning a retreat at Marymount Hermitage.  

Once we agree on dates, I will pencil you in on the 

calendar then you can send an application and deposit 

to reserve a hermitage.  Retreats are meant to be silent 

and solitary.  In our busy, noisy, fast-paced, stressful 

life, you will find the Lord powerfully present to you 

in the peace and beauty of this high desert with its 

mountain vistas and big sky.  Autumn colors and ber-

ries are already coming on.  You are invited! 

GOD BLESS YOU!  Let’s pray for each other daily. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Jesus is the Life that I want to live, 
He is the Light that I want to radiate. 
He is the Way to the Father. 
He is the Love with which I want to love. 
He is the Joy that I want to share. 
He is the Peace that I want to sow. 
Jesus is Everything to me. 
Without him, I can do nothing. 
 Saint Teresa of Calcutta 


