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PASSION TRAIL
By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM

After I saw
the arduous
work of two
retreatants, a
couple from
Renton, WA,
and read the
beautiful note
they left for
me, I decided
to let them introduce the

I have been
pondering the
topic of suffering, specifically
as it relates to the
COVID-19
pandemic and the
restrictions
accompanying
the fight against
the novel coronavirus.

topic. This note was
written in beautiful calligraphic script and is a
work of art in its own
right! It is signed by
Steve and Ida Ancheta:
October 5, 2020

“How great is your name,
O Lord, through all the
earth.” Ps. 8:1

Dear Sister Beverly,
We thank you with
grateful appreciation for
accommodating us with
care and guidance. In

the remotest of places, you
have provided us with the
comfort of a luxury hotel.
We praise you for leading
us in prayer and setting
up a schedule of our daily
activities. We are in awe
of the way you have
designed the chapel and
library that are truly
conducive to worship and
learning respectively.
We also thank you for
taking us to Saint Jude
Church and introducing us
to the holy people there. It
served as a prelude to our
follow-up visits [for Mass].
And how about the opportunity to clear rocks, brush,
and “driftwood” with hand
tools? We really appreciate
the minute, but unique
experience of Christ’s
Passion along the outdoor
Stations of the Cross.
But most special of all,
Ida and I thank you for your friendship and blessings.
We will cherish the wholesome week of retreat at
Marymount
Hermitage.
You are the
ROCK, Sister! God
bless you. Thank you
for your prayers!
We tend to think
of the Stations of the
Cross as a devotional
for Lent. However,
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PASSION TRAIL (Continued from pg. 1)
with suffering in so many forms
in our families, nation, the
Church and the world, perhaps,
along with praying for all the
dead in November, we can offer
fervent prayers by accompanying Jesus in His suffering and
death.
The trail that Steve and Ida
built was begun by their pastor,
Father Ed White, when he was
Steve and Ida Ancheta
here on retreat in July. Once that
small beginning of a trail ended, the Anchetas had to
build the trail to the rest of the 12 Stations. They were
here for a week and
worked hard at it every
day. The cooler autumn
weather was a big help.
As if that was not
enough work, Ida scrubbed the chapel porch, the
Mercy House front
porch and back patio.
This is only a partial list
of the wonderful work they contributed to Marymount!
It seems to me, as I reflect on my own life, and
observe the retreatants, that prayer, work and serious
spiritual reading provide a solid structure for each day,
which can carry us through times of suffering. Just the
manual labor of day-to-day responsibilities can be very
therapeutic, if (for instance) a loved one just died. Of
course, if one is sick (as I was for three weeks in August), one might only be able to pray. But it is faith
which is our weapon against fear and despair. One of
the effects of the COVID-19 has been widespread fear.
That is more
deadly than the
disease. We
must call upon
our faith and
ward off fear. I
personally try
to say, “If I die
today, I am
ready.” All
fear is basically
a fear of death.
If we are not
Two photos of chapel by Steve Ancheta

afraid to die, what can frighten us? We live in this
world, but our citizenship and homeland are in
Heaven. This life is a journey there.
As we reflect on the current situation of our lives,
acknowledging our suffering and that of so many,
who have so much more to endure, let us pray for
each other daily that our faith may grow stronger and
that we may trust in God’s mercy and the accompaniment of Our Lady, the holy Angels and Saints,
who are awaiting us. We are not alone. As St. John
of the Cross wrote: “In the evening of life, we will
be judged on love.” Faith, hope and love. This is
the season to celebrate the realities that never
change. God bless you!

COMMUNITY NEWS
By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM

STATIONS TRAIL PHOTOS: When I walked the
Stations trail to take these photos, I was handicapped
by a condition which has plagued us, and so many in
the West, this summer: smoke. You will notice that
instead of seeing the surrounding mountains, nothing
is in the distance. Visibility was very low that day.
WOODHEAD FIRE: The fire burning on Cuddy
Mountain near Mesa,
ID has grown to almost
100,000 acres...96,614
to be exact. As of
10/12, it is 70% contained. Firefighters on
the ground and in the
air have been trying to
suppress the fire since
it began on 9/7. I believe the rain we had in late
September, the .6 inches of rain we had on 10/10 and
the rain continuing for two days this week finally did
the trick. This photo clearly shows the smoke
plume, but, since early morning of 10/11, no smoke
as been visible. Thanks for your prayers for safety!
LIBRARIAN’S WORK: My
near neighbor, Ceara Nourse,
has been diligently working on
processing books for the library. These storage shelves
show books with their spine
numbers. I then install them in
the library. A library is always
a work in process and I appreciate Ceara’s expert help.
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COMMUNITY NEWS (Cont. from pg. 2)
NEW BOOKS: Books for the library are continually
being acquired. I have recently bought and read some
newly published books, which reflect the election cycle in our nation. Books are the way I learn in depth
about the issues.
Trey Gowdy: Doesn’t Hurt to Ask: Using the
Power of Questions to Communicate, Connect, and
Persuade
Sean Hannity: Live Free or Die: America (and the
World) On the Brink
Candace Owen: Black Out: How Black America
Can Make Its Second Escape From the Democrat
Plantation
The three books listed below are more spiritual.
The book on the Examen was a gift from Fr. Kenny
St. Hilaire of the Diocese of Spokane, one of a complete set of books by this excellent author. The other
two books I bought.
Pope-emeritus Benedict XVI: *Signs of New
Life: Homilies on the Church’s Sacraments
Dr. Ben Carson: Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson
Story, an autobiography
Timothy Gallagher, OMV: *The Examen Prayer:
Ignatian Wisdom for Our
Lives Today
Note: I marked with an asterisk
the two books above which I am
reading very slowly for prayer and
have not yet finished.

You would not
want me to list all the
recently donated
books, but I single out
this extraordinary set
from the estate of
Thomas Burdett: The
Nicene and PostNicene Fathers of the
Church, a set of 12 volumes, very valuable!
The Oregon Trail: Sketches of Prairie and Rocky
Mountain Life by Francis Parkman, Jr. was printed in
1912. This book is a gift from my father, Robert A.
Greger, and the book originally belonged to his father, Alexander Bruno Greger. It is extraordinary in

itself as an historical record, but also for the fact that
it is more intact then hard back books printed and
bound only 10 years ago. Recently published books,
especially hard back ones, which do not hold up, are
the bane of librarians like me.
LIBRARY WORK: I changed the display on the
small book shelf, which you see as you enter the foyer of Mercy House.
The books by or
about Pope St. John
Paul II, whose feast
day is Oct. 22, have
all been put back on
the library shelves.
The new display features the last books I
mentioned.
This photo shows the desk where I work in the
library assigning each book a specific number for the
author and category and which is unique, so there are
never duplicate numbers. Then the book is put on a
storage shelf, so Ceara Nourse can do all the typing
required for each. In another life, I could have been a
librarian, I so love being surrounded by books! But at
best, I can only give an hour or two each week to this
essential library work.
MARYMOUNT INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
I pleased to announce that Sister Michael Francine
Duncan, SSMO, newly elected Superior General, has
agreed to serve on the Board for the non-profit. Sister
Charlene Herinckx, SSMO, out-going Superior General, will be taking a national job in Chicago, IL in
January, 2021 and for those reasons has resigned
from the Board. I am honored that Sister Michael
Francine is interested and available to serve and appreciate the dedication that Sister Charlene gave to
this post in the past. We have not been able to have
an in-person Board meeting this year, but anticipate
doing so in the spring of 2021, God willing.
RETREAT: Before the winter weather sets in, consider making a retreat at Marymount. I have five hermitages available and individuals or small groups are
welcome. I had a group of four young Idaho priests
here last week and a reading group of three ladies
from Boise coming next week. I have been blessed
with a greater than usual number coming for private,
solitary, silent retreats. All are welcome!
I have not been doing parish sales these last two
years, so retreatants and guests, who purchase items
from the Gift Shop, are a blessing. Since the feature
article was about the Stations of the Cross, I have a
Stations chaplet, which is stunning for the medallions,
and very convenient for home devotions. I also sell
my favorite Stations booklet with prayers by Saint
Alphonsus Liguori. Email me for mail orders.
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