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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

History:  Marymount Hermitage was incorporated as 
a non-profit in the State of Idaho on October 31, 
1983.  This historical fact is the reason that the mast-
head of the newsletters this year indicates that this 
issue is Volume 39.   Sister Rebecca Mary and I  
produced and mailed the first newsletter for Christ-
mas of 1983.  Next year will be the 40th anniversary 
of the legal beginning of Marymount Hermitage, Inc. 
What?  The work project for the spring of 2022 is to 
renovate the last of the original five modular build-
ings.  Exterior work will include re-designing and  
reconstructing the porch and installing a new brown 
metal roof.  The exterior of the building will be paint-
ed.  The interior work will include painting the  
ceiling, taping & texturing the vinyl-covered sheet 
rock, painting the walls, and installing new flooring. 
Where?  As you drive into Marymount Hermitage, 
the first building  
on the left, building 
#1, is St. Francis 
Hermitage.   
Why?  When the 
new chapel was 
built about 28 years 
ago, St. Francis 
Hermitage received 

the same hardi-board 
siding which the 
chapel has.  At that 
time, new windows 
and interior case-
ments were also  
installed.  Since then, 
there have been no 
improvements made 
to this building. 
Who?  McCabe  
Roberts of Council, 

ID, doing business under the name McDaddy Con-
struction, will be the contractor for the planned  
renovation.  McCabe’s father, Jack Roberts, was the  
general contrac-
tor for the new 
library, Mercy 
House, in 2017.  
McCabe and his 
brother Keenan 
were part of the 
main crew for 
that project.  In 
2020, McCabe 
and his helper 
renovated the 
exterior of the old library and old Common House. 
When?  McCabe estimates that he can begin the  
renovation of St. Francis Hermitage at the end of 
March, 2022. 
How much?  The cost for the construction project for 
St. Francis Hermitage will be $18,047. 
How?  Because there were funds left over from the 
construction of the new road last year, I am not  
anticipating conducting a capital campaign to fund 
this work.  However, donations are always appreciat-
ed, if you feel inspired to help house retreatants more  
suitably in the future. 
Episcopal Oversight:  As a canonical hermit in the 
Diocese of 
Boise, the 
Bishop of  
Boise is my 
superior.  In 
practical  
matters, this 
means that I 
submit an  
annual finan-
cial report to 

St. Francis Hermitage, building #1, 
is secluded from the road and nes-
tled in a grove of chokecherry and 

hawthorn trees.  Deer love this! 

Mary’s House, building #6, is at the far end 
of Hermitage Lane on the left at the top of 

the hill.  It faces the SW mountains. 
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Bishop Peter Christen-
sen; I keep him  
informed of develop-
ments at Marymount; I 
am required to ask his 
permission to spend 
more than $20,000 and 
to raise money, if need-
ed, for major projects.  
When I explained this 
proposed project to 
Bishop Peter and the 
reasons why, he asked 
if this concluded the 

renovation of all the old buildings.  I reported that 
two of the old hermitages have been renovated, but 
still need new roofs.   I said I had planned to do this 
work in 2023.  Bishop Peter simply said, “Add the 
two new roofs to this project.  You have to take care 
of what you have and waiting will cost more in the 
long run.”  (Very true.)   
     So based on Bishop Peter’s recommendation and 
encouragement, the expanded project will now cost 
$25,191.80.  The five oldest buildings will match the 
three newest buildings with the magnolia (off-white) 
exterior paint on the walls, and mahogany (dark 
brown) roofs. 
Board of Directors:  As a legal entity, Marymount 
Hermitage, Inc. has a Board of Directors (two men 
and two women; two, who live in Idaho, and two, 
who live out-of-state) who help me (as the President) 
with maintenance of the infrastructure and assets of 
the corporation.  In a virtual board meeting in Janu-
ary, the board members unanimously approved the 
main construction project for St. Francis Hermitage 
and the addition of the new metal roofs for hermitag-
es #6 and #7.  As a Board, we plan to meet in person 
on June 7, 2022 at Marymount Hermitage.  I will plan 
to take photos, so I can introduce these people to you.  
The Board members are loyal friends and generous 
benefactors, because who would actually enjoy taking 
care of finances and business?!  Please pray for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
LENT:  Ash Wednesday on March 2 is the beginning 
of Lent.  Be sure to take time to prepare spiritually 
for this season of grace.  Consider making a private 
retreat.  Call or email to make a reservation. 
DAY OF PILGRIMAGE: On Saturday March 26, 
Father Bill McCann will be offering two classes for 
the mini-retreat on the theme: “Growing in Our  
Relationship with the Lord.”  Please see the  
Calendar of Events on this website for more details.  
Registration is required by Monday, March 21, 2022. 
COVID REPORT:  On January 24, I was diagnosed 
with Covid, the Omicron variant.  The doctor said it 
was a very mild case.  I was actually amazed that the 
symptoms were much less than what I usually suffer 
from “my respiratory usual”.  I have been in “hiber-
nation” since then and hope that the end of the three 
weeks’ recuperation on February 14 will be my return 
to normal.  The fatigue, both of mind and body, and 
coughing have been the last symptoms to clear up. 
Thanks for your prayers for my complete healing. 
JANUARY NEWSLETTER:  I received a more 
than the usual amount of kind comments on the  
feature article for last month, “Snow and Prayer”.  
The most common sentiment was: “I will never look 
at snow the same way again!” 
DAY OF PILGRIMAGE: On Saturday, May 21, 
iconographer Nancy VanDyken will be offering two 
classes for the mini-retreat on the theme: “Praying 
with Icons.”  Please see the Calendar of Events on 
this website for more details.  Registration is required 
by Monday, May 16, 2022. 
SNOW  
REPORT: 
I estimate 
that we had 
at the most 
about 2.5 
feet of snow 
in January.  
On an  
average, the 
depth of the 
snow is now 
about 18 
inches. 
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House of His Name, building #7, is 
at the far right end of Hermitage 

Lane at the top of the hill.  It faces 
the N mountains and overlooks the 

valley 200 ft. below. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Looking west at St. Helen’s Hermitage #5 in 
the center of the photo in early Jan.  I actually 
closed the calendar for January and February 

to give myself a much needed retreat! 


