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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS! 
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   December 13, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

     At Christmas, we celebrate the fact that God has a  
human face.  The great leader Moses sought the face of 
God (Ex. 33:20).  The psalms have searching for the face of 
God woven into these prayer poems.  The Old Testament 
records the history of that human search through the ages.  
Then, at the dawn of the New Covenant, God sent his only 
Son, the second divine Person of the Holy Trinity, to take 
a human nature, which he received from the Virgin Mary 
of Nazareth, his mother.  In the Year of Mercy 2016, we 
contemplated the Father of Mercy visible in the human 
face of Jesus Christ.  This year 2020, we have been chal-
lenged by insecurity, uncertainty, suffering and death to 
see the Merciful God in all the events of our daily lives.   
     I have been reflecting that when love seems to have 
been lost, but then is discovered to be intact, trust increas-
es.  When fidelity seems to have been betrayed, but really 
has only been so in appearances, trust increases.  We can 
each think of obstacles to our faith in God’s personal love 
for us in the past, which, in the end, has only strengthened 
our bond of unity with our Creator and Savior.  Hopefully, 
this is the real hallmark of this strange year.  Much has 
changed, but God alone does not change.  He is unchang-
ing personal Love for each one of us.  We trust him for 
that!  God our Father has helped us perhaps to focus on 

what our true needs and priorities are.  May the goal of our 
lives be searching for the Face of God and finding it in the 
face of Jesus Christ in this life and the next. 
     I am well, very well, thanks be to God.  My November 
newsletter tells of the physical healing the Lord so  
graciously extended to me through the hands and prayers 
of Bishop Peter Christensen, Bishop of Boise.  Please read 
it here on the website and help me to thank the Lord for 
this grace.  I have been doing most of the cleaning for the 
chapel, library and five hermitages in order to receive  
retreatants.  It has been a big change of work focus for me, 
but providential due to the increased number of guest  
reservations.  I thank God for my new Mesa neighbors, 
Tim and Lisa Moyer.  He has turned out to be a very capa-
ble, regular, maintenance man.  Lisa is more than willing 
to assist me with cleaning, especially when I need her for 
more strenuous chores or when the time frame for regular 
cleaning is too tight for me alone.  God is good! 
     I ask prayers for my youngest brother, Tom Greger, 
who is still suffering from serious medical issues as he 
tries to recuperate completely from bladder cancer surgery 
in late February.  He is however free of cancer, which is a 
blessing!  We suffer as a family from not being able to 
bury my father, Robert Greger, who died on April 18.  We 
plan to have his funeral and interment in Portland, Oregon 
when the COVID-19 restrictions are eased enough to make 
this possible, hopefully in the spring of 2021.  With six  
siblings spread out from Georgia to Hawaii, travel is a big 
consideration in this plan.  I know well the suffering of 
people who have lost loved ones this year or been isolated 
from those who truly need them. 
     Marymount Hermitage continues to function for indi-
vidual retreatants, but I have not been able to host groups 
for Days of Pilgrimage this year.  I have not been else-
where teaching, leading retreats, or doing parish sales.  
This all means I have more time and energy for prayer, 
which is a priceless gift. 
     Thank you in advance for your Christmas greetings and 
gifts.  The spiritual and material support of the “Mary-
mountaineers” is needed and appreciated.  Know of my 
love for you always and grateful prayers daily.  God bless 
you abundantly in the New Year of the Lord, 2021. 
Your friend and Hermit Sister Mary Beverly 
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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
CORRESPONDENCE:  My Christmas post cards 
were mailed on November 27 in Boise.  I have had 
problems getting change of address notifications from 
the Boise post office.  If you did not receive the post 
card, please notify me and I will send it to you.  You 
can request being on the mailing list also.    I try to 
thank everyone who sends a donation.  If your check is 
not deposited by the end of January, or if you did not 
receive a note from me, I would appreciate knowing 
this.  There can be unforeseen and unintended glitches. 
RETREAT RESERVATIONS:  It is not too early to 
make reservations for a solitary retreat at Marymount 
Hermitage in 2021.  All are welcome! 
RECOMMENDED READING:  
I am very graced by two spiritual 
books I am currently reading.  
They are both new to the library 
thanks to the generosity of a 
friend.  Father Langford was a  
co-founder of communities with 
Mother Teresa and knows her 
spirituality very deeply.  His in-
sights on prayer in I Thirst are 
engagingly simple and astonish-
ing profound.  Each chapter is 
quite short.  I am using this book 
to make a 40 Day Advent/Christmas season retreat. 
     For the second book, I did not recognize the name 

of the author, Father 
Donald Haggerty, but 
I trusted that, if it was 
from Ignatius Press, it 
would be good.  Con-
templative Enigmas is 
a really beautiful and 
usable book to learn 
more about contem-
plative prayer, how to 
continue on and not 
be stopped by difficul-
ties.  Both books 
stress the importance 
of surrendering all to 
Jesus. 
     These last two 
books are also new to 
the library.  These are 

the types of books I buy to keep myself informed 
about current historical and cultural changes in our 
society and country.  Columbus and the Crisis of the 
West by Robert Royal is an excellent study of the 
person and legacy of Christopher Columbus and 
very relevant to explain the misunderstandings so 
easily broadcast in the secular media today.  Live 
Not By Lies: A Manual for Christian Dissidents by 
Rod Dreher is a fascinating study built on interviews 
with people, who lived under totalitarian states, and 
who are asking the alarming question: “Are Ameri-
cans accepting a ‘soft totalitarianism,’ which they do 
not recognize?”  My reaction to such scholarly 
books about new topics is: “Lots to pray about!” 
QUOTABLE QUOTE:  Monsignor Brian Brans-
field was quoted in an article I read in the National 
Catholic Register and I was so struck by it, I wrote it 
down for myself.  “The only way to transform 
pain into hope is by shouldering it.”  He said this 
at the General Assembly of the US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops on Nov. 17, 2020.   
     At Christmas, when 
we celebrate the birth 
of Our Savior, we are 
filled with joy and 
hope, but there was a 
lot of human suffering 
that he had to bear be-
ginning with being born 
in a stable and being 
cradled in an animal 
feeding trough.  The 
entire life of Jesus has 
elements of pain and 
hardship culminating in 
his Passion, Death and 
Resurrection.  In his human nature, Jesus carried all 
our suffering and pain, loss and death, into heaven 
and now our pain can lead to hope in our resurrec-
tion.  Eternal life for us, sons of Adam and daughters 
of Eve, began when Mary said “Yes” to being the 
mother of the Messiah. (Lk. 1:38)  This mother of new 
life always points to her divine Son.  Now where  
Jesus and Mary have gone, we hope to follow.  Like 
Jesus’ glorified wounds, ours of mind or body or 
heart will be also.  Our faith, which points to the re-
ality of eternal life, is such a great gift!  Let us be 
faithful and encourage those who do not yet believe.  
God comes in search of us at Bethlehem.  May we 
be found by Divine Love, now with a human face! 
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