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By Liana M. Greger 

     Before I arrived in Idaho, my brain was in a fog. 
Although I was enjoying spending time in my home, I 
could not help but feel antsy. Deep down, I felt an 
ache to get outside, to change up my environment, to 
breathe different air. The trip to Idaho, although 
planned, happened to occur just when my spirit need-
ed it the most. Within the first few moments on the 
property of Marymount, I felt myself relax. For the 
first time in a while, I was able to let go. Aunt  
Beverly’s gracious trip 
planning especially 
helped. Every day, all I 
had to do was sit back 
and let Bev take the 
wheel (literally!) for 
our various Idaho  
adventures. 
     Nothing re-centers 
me more than getting 
out in nature. I suspect 
this is due to my upbringing. Even now, I am grateful 
to have parents whose idea of a perfect vacation is a 
trip to a national forest or beach. Building upon my 
family’s last trip to Mesa, Aunt Beverly introduced us 
to the forests of Idaho. In the past when picturing  
Idaho in my head, I saw rolling grasslands and fields. 
While this is partially correct, I had no idea how 
much of Idaho is forested! Funny, considering Idaho 
is so close to Oregon. I wonder why this never  

occurred to me 
before… 

     One of my  
favorite outings 
with Aunt Beverly 
was driving up to 
the forested area 
of Mt. Council, 
where Bev used to 
pick flowers for 

her handmade cards. Before 
a beautiful riverside picnic, 
Bev took us to various  
hiking locations surrounded 
by trees, flowering plants, 
bushes, water, and gorgeous 
views of the valley below. I 
was struck by how quiet it 
was. There are not many 
places (especially in  
Beaverton, Oregon, where I 
am from) where one can 
find true silence, even in the natural world. Looking 
over the valley, we closed our eyes and took deep 
breaths. Talk about a reset! 

     Before concluding my Idaho journey, I just had to 
sing in the chapel. What a beautiful way to end! As a 
singer, there are not many things more exciting to me 
than an echoey chapel all to myself. I could sing as 
long (and as loud) as I wanted! It was like a child’s 
playground! I sang everything I could think of, from 
choral pieces to 
pop songs. By 
the end, my 
voice was hoarse 
and tired. It was 
so worth it! 
What a dream. 
     My great 
thanks extend to 
Aunt Beverly for 
letting us stay at 
Marymount. It was wonderful to reconnect after so 
long apart, with comfort in knowing that my Mom, 
my brother, and I are fully vaccinated. Oh, to be able 
to hug my family again! What a gift this trip was. I 
am excited to return to Mesa in the future. But for 
now, I say to my Aunt Beverly, “Thank you, and see 
you soon.”  

Liana Greger in Idaho 6-12-2021 

Syringa, also known as mock 
orange, is the Idaho state 

flower.  (3 photos by Liana) 
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By Logan J. Greger 
     Recently in early 
June, along with my 
sister and Mom, I 
took a vacation to 
Mesa, Idaho, to the 
Marymount  
Hermitage. I hadn’t 
been there in three 
years, but it was just 
as beautiful as the 
first time I visited in 
2018. While we 
were there, we  

completed various activities like visiting the neigh-
borhood, hiking, dining at restaurants, and watching 
all the stars at night, free from light pollution. It was 
an outing I needed to get my spirits back up.   
     I had recently been filled with both anger and 
heartbreak after my father died on January 17 of this 
year. We actually were there on official business to 
plan the funeral for my father. However, most of the 
time was set aside for us to unwind and focus on the 
positives of life.   

     Like the last time I 
was there, it was unbe-
lievably peaceful. It’s 
much different than  
living in the suburbs 
like I do. Up there on 
that mountainside, all 
your troubles seem  
fewer, and all you have 
is the quiet sound of 
deer rustling through 
the grass.  
     The surrounding 
countryside around the 

Hermitage was filled with beautiful sights and kind 
people. We may have had different customs and come 
from different families, but we treated each other as 
equals.  
     It was a vacation that reminded me that no matter 
how hopeless my world seemed, I still had plenty left 
to live for. That’s what my Dad would want. This is a 
getaway I would highly recommend.  
 

By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

FAMILY NEWS:  The funeral Mass last Saturday 
for my father and brother was the main focus for me 
recently.  I sincerely thank those of you who promised 
prayers for me and my family.  The weekend together 
as a family (after 25 years since the last reunion) was 
beautiful, memorable and grace-filled, to say the least.  
We were together for the Sunday afternoon Celebra-
tion of Life for Tom and the burial for both my father 
and brother on Monday morning.  I thank Liana and 
Logan, my 19-year-old, twin niece and nephew, for 
writing articles which I could use for the newsletter 
this month. 
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Logan, Leslie and Liana Greger 
in Idaho on June 14, 2021. 

Yearling mule deer twins, a young 
doe and a small buck, hung 

around Mercy House and checked 
on the human twins inside! 

(Photo by Liana) 

Thomas G. Greger  
September 15, 1959 to January 17, 2021 

Robert A. Greger 
February 28, 1923 to April 18, 2020 

Photo used for the cover of the  
funeral Mass song booklet  

on August 7, 2021  
at St. Clare’s Parish in Portland, OR. 
This photo was taken before Tom’s marriage to  

Leslie J. Wylder on March 17, 1997 at St. Clare’s.   
Our family agrees that this is the happiest photo  
we have of my father, Bob, and brother, Tom! 

Continued on page 3 
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DAY OF PILGRIMAGE ON AUGUST 29:  The 
registration for this mini-retreat at Marymount  
Hermitage is filled.  Due to many requests, I am 
scheduling a second Day of Pilgrimage before the 
close of this year. 
DAY OF PILGRIMAGE ON OCTOBER 9:   
Father Bill McCann, new permanent resident at 
Marymount, will present this mini-retreat on the 
theme “Praying and Seeking Peace in Our Troubled 
World.”  The day begins at 9 AM and closes at 4 PM.  
There will be two hour-long teachings by Father Bill, 
Mass and catered lunch at midday, and ample time for 
personal prayer and Eucharistic adoration during the 
day.  Please call or email Sister Beverly to register.  A 
fee of $15 is requested which pays for lunch.  Regis-
tration will be limited to the first 30 people who  
apply.  The event is free and open to the public.  
However, free-will donations are gratefully received.  
See the CALENDAR of EVENTS on the website for 
more details of the day and driving directions. 
RETREATS AT MARYMOUNT:  The September 
calendar is filling up, but there are still some days 
open for you to apply for a solitary retreat.  October is 
currently open for the most part.  Schedule your  
personal retreat for the end of the year, especially  
during Advent.  See the RETREAT section of the 
website for more information about how to apply. 
DONATED WORK:  Kevin Kelso, owner of All 
Valley Window Cleaning in Boise, spent the better 
part of August 3-4 working on all the windows, inside 
and out, of the buildings at Marymount.  God bless 
Kevin and all our generous benefactors for both  
material and spiritual gifts.  God bless you and let’s 
pray for each other daily. 
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View of the Seven Devils on 
the far horizon.  These high 
Idaho mountains overlook 

the Hell’s Canyon.   
(Photo by Liana Greger) 

Leslie Greger with her son, 
Logan, on June 12, 2021, the 

first day of our Idaho  
adventures together. 

Mercy House was the  
lodging for my family during 
their visit: Sister M. Beverly, 

Liana and Logan Greger 

Leslie Greger is really a  
sister to me.  I thank God 
and my brother, Tom, for  

giving her to me and to my 
extended family. 

Saying good-bye to each 
other on June 15, until our 

reunion in Beaverton  
in early August. 


