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THE EXULTATION OF THE CROSS 

By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 
      This is the story of how I found the crucifix which 
was to hang over the fireplace in the new Jubilee Guest 
House.   
     As is my custom on Saturday afternoons, last July I 
drove to Our Lady of the Lake parish in McCall to attend 
the 5 PM Mass.  I arrived well before Mass to have time 
to pray.  As I parked by the back door of the church, I saw 
that the young man from Bethlehem was unloading his 
van, setting up tables on the back patio and starting to lay 
out his small items for display.  On a bench behind him 
was the crucifix.  I was transfixed!  It was so beautiful, 
made of olive wood, the corpus hand-carved and stun-
ning.  The idea immediately struck me: I have to have this 
for the Jubilee House living room. 

     I introduced myself 
to the Bethlehem native 
and said, “I want to buy 
that crucifix.”   
     Completely stunned, 
he responded, “You did 
not even ask how much 
it costs!”   
     I replied simply, “I 
do not care.”   
     So he happily took 
my check and did not 
have to worry about 
how and where to dis-
play his best item.   
     The crucifix was 
expensive, but I was 
happy for the opportuni-
ty to help the Christians 
of Bethlehem, who are 

suffering so much insecurity and have such few opportu-
nities for paying jobs without many pilgrims at this time.  
Lots of prayers needed for this tragic situation. 
     The crucifix is large and heavy.  I asked Jack Roberts 
to hang it for me with the help of another friend, Fred 
Mattivi, both who live in Council.  The day chosen was 
very deliberate.  Today is the feast of the Exultation of the 
Cross, September 14, which rarely falls on a Sunday.  

Since it does this year, it is celebrated with even greater 
solemnity and meditation on the mystery of the death of 
God.  One consideration is that nothing in the world will be 
a greater evil than this.  The God of Love came to be one of 
us and we killed him by our sins.  Yet Love cannot be 
killed, so Jesus rose from the dead, giving us the gift of 
eternal life and salvation, if we believe in him and accept 
the deeper life, light and love he offers every human being. 

     One thing about 
the Jubilee Guest 
House is that it is the 
work of many people.  
The fact that so many 
details are beautifully 
coordinated has to be 
attributed to the hand 
of God taking care of 
everything and the 
powerful intercession 
of Saint Joseph. 
     Can you see from 
both photos of the 
crucifix that there is 
an aura of light fram-
ing it perfectly?  I re-
quested that two spot-
lights be installed in 
the cathedral ceiling, 
which the electrician 
did.  With no adjust-
ment once the crucifix 
was hung, the lights 
shone perfectly on 
that image.  What are 
the chances that there 
would be such perfect 
precision ahead of 
time?  So many details 
about the Jubilee 

Guest House are like that.  God was guiding the workers! 
     The liturgical color for today’s feast is red.  I made a 
bouquet of roses, which are red and white, to place on the 
mantle.  The colors are a reminder of the blood 
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Fred Mattivi, Jack Roberts and Cindy 
Mattivi, who helped me celebrate this 
September 14: the Exultation of the 

Cross with wonderful work and joyful 
companionship. 
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and water which gushed forth from the heart of Jesus 
when it was pieced with a soldier’s lance.  The Church 
Fathers have consistently meditated on this Scriptural fact 
to point to our belief that our Savior supplied us with the 
sacraments of the Eucharist and Baptism for our growth in 
the spiritual life.  (Jn. 19:34) 

     We placed the photos of Bishop Peter Christensen (L), 
Bishop of Boise, and Pope Leo XIV (R) with the vase of 
roses in the middle to complete the mantle decoration.  By 
God’s providence, today is the anniversary of the day 
Bishop Peter was ordained the Bishop of Superior, WI in 
2007.  It is also the 70th birthday of Pope Leo.  May we 
remember both successors of the apostles with prayers of 
gratitude to God for the gifts they are to the Church. 

     Today is officially the 
last day of Jack Roberts’ 
year long work as the gen-
eral contractor of the Jubi-
lee Guest House.  He 
proved himself exception-
ally capable and experi-
enced when he was the 
general contractor for the 
Mercy House: house of 
hospitality and library 8 
years ago.  Now the fact 
that so many people say 
the Jubilee House is beau-
tiful, magnificent and 
awesome is a credit to 
Jack.  I count him and his 
wife Paula as good friends 
after these years of team-
work.  I also remember 
Sister Rebecca Mary, 
HSM today because this 
was her chosen feast day. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

By Sister M. Beverly, HSM 
OPEN HOUSE:  The first public Open House for Jubilee 
Guest House was Sept. 6 & 7.  A few local people came 
each day.  The next public Open House is scheduled for 
Oct. 4 & 5 from 9 AM to 12 noon.  No reservations are 
necessary, just come those days and during those hours.  
You may call or email for a day and time for a private tour 
of Jubilee House for you and your family or friends.  I am 
happy to report that the excitement and interest in this new 
building at Marymount has been most gratifying.  The 
Lord’s hand has been on this structure from the beginning! 
CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION:  Pope Leo XIV jointly 
canonized Pier Giorgio Frassati and Carlo Acutis, both 

very young men, on September 
7, 2025.  Our new young Pope 
seemed very joyful at being 
able to give the Church these 
two new modern saints.   

     Pope Leo celebrates his 
70th birthday on Septem-
ber 14, the Feast of the 
Exultation of the Cross, 
which occurs on Sunday this year and which adds to the 
solemnity of the feast.  It is a meditation to think that God 
gave Pope Leo graces all his life to become the man able 
to assume the ministry of St. Peter, who died on a cross.  It 
is obvious that the job itself is a ministry of carrying the 
Cross of Christ.  May we continue to pray for our new  
Holy Father daily as he requests.  God bless you! 

MEMORIAL 

DON LAKEY 
by Ernie & Laurene Houghton, Cambridge, ID 

MICHAEL E. NOURSE 
by Ceara M. Nourse, Mesa, ID 

JAMES ROSEAN 
by Mary Rosean, Downers Grove, IL   
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